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Unit 4
Famous people
A1.14
She was born in Berlin in 1901 and her real first name was Marie. Her father was a policeman. He died when she was only seven years old. She studied violin at a music school in Berlin, but in 1922 she gave up because of an injury. In the same year she got her first acting role in the German Theatre. In 1930 she became well-known for her role in the film The Blue Angel. 

In the same year she went to live in the United States and got a contract with Paramount Pictures. In 1936 the National Socialist, Joseph Goebbels, asked her to make German films. He offered her a lot of money, but she said 'No', and stayed in the USA. There she made a lot of films between 1930 and 1943. During the Second World War in 1943/44 she went sang for American soldiers in North Africa, Italy and France. After the war both the American and French governments gave her medals for her work.

In the 1950s and 1960s she was known mostly as a singer – and for her extravagant stage clothes. She toured all over the world.

In 1960 she returned to Germany, but found it hard to live there. A lot of people thought it was wrong that she sang for American soldiers and not German soldiers during the war. In one theatre somebody threw eggs and tomatoes at her on stage. She moved to Paris in 1976 and lived there until she died in 1992.

Who is she?
A1.15
	Jane 
	Well, welcome to the club, Susan. Can I just ask you some questions and put your details on to our computer?

	Susan 
	Sure.

	Jane 
	Great, thanks. OK, today’s date is the seventeenth of February. What’s your full name, please?

	Susan 
	Susan Elizabeth James.

	Jane 
	And what’s your date of birth?

	Susan 
	The fifteenth of July 1987.

	Jane 
	So that’s fifteen, oh seven, eighty-seven. And your address, Susan.

	Susan 
	Thirty-four, Vine Street, Banbury.

	Jane 
	That’s Vine, V-I-N-E, yeah?

	Susan 
	That’s right.

	Jane 
	Thirty-four, Vine Street, Banbury and that’s Oxfordshire. Do you know your post code?

	Susan 
	Yes, it’s OX5 2WW.

	Jane 
	OX5 2WW. Great. Now some phone numbers and

	things. 
	What’s your home phone number?

	Susan 
	Oh one two nine five for Banbury, of course, then six double one, seven three nine.

	Jane
	 Oh one two nine five, six double one, seven three nine. Have you got a mobile?

	Susan
	 Yes. The number is oh double seven eight six, seven three nine, three nine two.

	Jane 
	Sorry, I didn’t get all that. Could you say it again?

	Susan 
	Sure. Oh double seven eight six.

	Jane 
	Oh double seven eight six.

	Susan 
	Seven three nine, three nine two.

	Jane 
	Seven three nine, three nine two.

	Susan 
	That’s it.

	Jane 
	And what about an email address?

	Susan 
	S dot James at hotmail dot com.

	Jane 
	Hotmail dot com. Right, nearly finished, Susan. Just a couple of questions now for our records. Your height. How tall are you?

	Susan
	 In feet and inches or metres and centimetres?

	Jane 
	Metres and centimetres if you can.

	Susan 
	One metre seventy.

	Jane 
	Great. And your weight at the moment? In kilos?

	Susan 
	Oh dear! Sixty-five kilos.

	Jane 
	Thanks very much. OK, here’s your membership number, Susan. Do you want to write this down?

	Susan 
	Yes, let me get a pen. OK.

	Jane 
	It’s one one five six.

	Susan 
	One one five six.

	Jane 
	Nine zero zero nine zero.

	Susan 
	Nine zero zero …?

	Jane 
	Nine zero.

	Susan 
	Yes, I’ve got that.

	Jane 
	Fine. That’s all. Now, let’s get a cup of coffee!

	Susan 
	Great idea!
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