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Unit 16
Working abroad
A2.12
My first week in New Zealand was hard. Everything was new – the people, the job, the country, and, of course, the language. But after a short time, it became much better. As a volunteer, I had a flat with the other volunteers on the project and we did lots of things together. We were quickly best friends, and so I didn’t feel at all lonely. New Zealand is a great country. At the weekends, and in my short holiday, I travelled around the two islands. They are both very beautiful and the people are really friendly. I spoke English all year!

Because the other volunteers were from different countries, we spoke English together, and in the home I spoke English with the kids. I think my English became really good after about three months. Now, I can speak the language easily – some people say I have a New Zealand accent! I liked being with the kids in the home. Lots of the kids had problems, and it was good that I could help. They respected me, and that was a good feeling. Of course, while I was in New Zealand I didn’t forget Germany, and I was sometimes homesick. But I learned in my year abroad that I can do things alone, without help, and that was a good lesson, too. Now I know I can travel and meet new people and that I will be OK.

A2.13
	Interviewer
	I have some questions now for you in English, Christoph.

	Christoph
	 I was born in Vienna in Austria.

	Interviewer
	But you live in Karlsruhe now, is that right?

	Christoph 
	Yes, my parents moved here when I was very young.

	Interviewer
	So how long have you lived in Karlsruhe?

	Christoph 
	I’ve lived here for 15 years.

	Interviewer 
	Do you have any brothers and sisters?

	Christoph 
	I have one brother.

	Interviewer 
	And you are a student at the moment at a college in Karlsruhe?

	Christoph 
	Yes, that’s right.

	Interviewer 
	What time do your lessons normally begin and end each day?

	Christoph
	I usually begin at 8 o’clock in the morning, and I have lessons until about 1 o’clock or half past one.

	Interviewer 
	What do you like doing at the weekend?

	Christoph 
	I like meeting my friends. I often play football on Saturday – I like sport very much. I sometimes go to the cinema, too.

	Interviewer 
	What about computers? How often do you use the internet?

	Christoph 
	Every day. I often use the internet for my homework at college, and I often chat online to my friends. We play games online sometimes, too.

	Interview 
	Just one more question, Christoph. What job do you think you’ll have in, say, five years from now?

	Christoph 
	I don’t know. I like my course at college very much, and I’m sure that I want to be an electrician. I think I’ll also be an electrician in five years from now, but perhaps I’ll have my own small company.

	Interviewer 
	Thank you, Christoph. Those are all my questions in English.


A2.14 Exam practice
Hello my name is David Stewart. I’m an engineer and I’m from Scotland. I’ve worked abroad a lot, and I’d like to talk today about stereotypes. I’ve worked in many different countries and before I went to each country and got to know the people well, I always had certain ideas what they would be like, – you know, the typical ideas we all have, what we call ‘stereotypes’. Sometimes they are positive ideas such as the Germans are hard-working, the British are polite; sometimes they are negative ideas such as Scottish people don’t like spending money and drink or lot of whisky, or the Americans only eat junk food.Well, what I discovered when I worked in other countries was that my ideas were both right and wrong. For example, many Americans do eat junk food, but many don’t. Some Germans are hard-working, but some of them aren’t. And certainly not all Brits are polite! Just travel on the London underground if you want to find some who aren’t! So where do these ideas come from? Well, there may be historical reasons – for example many Scottish people in the past were poor and didn’t have much money to spend. They also drank whisky because in the past the water was undrinkable – probably the same reason why the Germans traditionally drank a lot of beer. The idea that Americans only eat junk food perhaps comes from the fact that the most famous fast-food chains in the world are American. Another reason that stereotypes exist may be that it is always easier to generalise about groups of people than to see them as individuals. We generalise all the time, not only about foreigners, but also about the people around us – women can’t park cars, men are stronger and more aggressive than women, girls like pink, blondes are stupid, and so on and so on. Now, is this just fun, or is stereotyping a dangerous way of thinking? There are lots of jokes about stereotypes – blonde jokes, or jokes that begin with ‘An Englishman, a German and a Frenchman…’ or something like that. Some of them are harmless. The dangerous thing is if people believe that stereotypes are reality and that they are true. That can lead to conflicts between different groups of people and different nations. So, please, look behind the stereotype and look at the individual. It will give you a much better understanding of people.
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