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Unit 13
Unbelievable!
A2.5
Strange news stories

1 Hungary's 84-year-old Burglar Strikes Again

BUDAPEST, Hungary 
Police have arrested an 84-year-old woman, for stealing money from a house in the centre of Budapest.  Gizella Vargas started her life of crime in her twenties and she has spent nearly 18 years of her life in prison.  She is known as 'Flying Gizi' because she always enjoyed taking a plane somewhere after a successful break-in! But in the last few years she has preferred to travel by train because Hungarian pensioners can travel for free. This time, she only got as far as the train station before the police found her and the missing cash she took from a wallet in the house. "If I had only left Budapest faster, the police wouldn't have caught me," she said.
2 Missing snake found on Boston subway

BOSTON, USA 

A passenger noticed a metre-long snake on a Boston subway on Monday and informed the police. Subway company staff searched the train and found the snake. Penelope escaped from her owner over a month ago and had survived on the subway train. She probably ate and drank things that passengers left behind. 

Penelope's owner, 30-year-old Melissa Moore of Allston, had travelled around with the snake around her neck, but lost it between two stations on January 6. She's happy to have her pet back and promises to take more care next time she takes Penelope out in public. "If I had paid more attention, I wouldn't have lost Penelope," she said.

3 Hot stuff for German teens

AUGSBURG, Germany

Eight teenagers landed in hospital in Germany after a test of courage when they drank chilli sauce more than 200 times hotter than normal Tabasco sauce. The Red Cross in the southern city of Augsburg says that 10 boys, aged 13 and 14, drank the sauce at school on Wednesday morning. The boys then felt sick and eight of them had to go to hospital. They stayed there overnight. One of the other boys in their class interviewed by a local reporter said: "I think they're stupid. If they hadn't been so stupid, they'd never have eaten that sauce even as a test of courage."
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	Craig
	Dover Express. Craig Davis speaking.

	Woman
	Good morning. Could I speak to Jeri Stone, please?

	Craig
	I’m afraid she’s out of the offi ce at the moment. Can I take a message for her?

	Woman
	Yes, great, thanks.

	Craig
	Can I take your name, please?

	Woman
	Yes, it’s Theresa Lewis. That’s T-H-E-R-E-S-A, L-E-W-I-S.

	Craig
	Thanks, Ms Lewis. And what’s your message?

	Woman
	I’m a photographer here in Dover and I have some great photos for Jeri of the football match yesterday. Can she ring me to arrange a time for a meeting?

	Craig
	Does Jeri have your number, Ms Lewis?

	Woman
	No. I’ll give it to you. It’s Dover 155133.

	Craig
	155133. OK. I’ve got all that. I’ll give Jeri your message as soon as she gets in.

	Woman
	Thanks very much.

	Craig
	You’re welcome. Bye now.

	Woman
	Bye.


2

	Craig
	Dover Express. Craig Davis speaking.

	Man
	Could I speak to your reporter Jeri Stone, please?

	Craig
	I’m sorry. Jeri isn’t here at the moment. Can I take a message?

	Man
	Yes, OK.

	Craig
	Can I take your name, please?

	Man
	No, that isn’t important. Just say my name is X.

	Craig
	Mr X?

	Man
	That’s right. Mr X.

	Craig
	OK, Mr X. What’s your message?

	Man
	I think my neighbour is a psychopath. The man has a hook-hand and I hear strange noises at night.

	Craig
	He has a hook-hand and you hear strange noises at night?

	Man
	That’s correct.

	Craig
	OK. I’ve got that. Can I take your telephone number, Mr X?

	Man
	No! Goodbye!

	Craig
	Er, goodbye!


3

	Craig
	 Dover Express. Craig Davis speaking.

	Woman
	 Oh, hi. Could I speak to Jeri, please?

	Craig
	 I’m afraid she’s out of the offi ce at the moment. Can I take a message?

	Woman
	 Oh, yes please. Thanks very much. This is her sister Kate.

	Craig
	 Oh, hello! Jeri often talks about you. What’s your message, Kate?

	Woman
	 I’ll be in Dover tomorrow. Can Jeri phone me so that we can meet? I’ll give you my mobile number. It’s 07786 915427.

	Craig
	 Sorry. 07786 …

	Woman
	 915427.

	Craig
	 Thanks. I’ve got all that. I’ll give Jeri your message as soon as she gets in.

	Woman
	 Thanks a lot. Bye.

	Craig
	 Bye.
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