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Unit 10
Living together
A1.28
	Bibi 
	Mum, what was life like for you when you were my age?

	Mum
	When I was seventeen? Well, it was very different from your life now.

	Bibi
	What was different, mum?

	Mum
	Everything. As you know grandpa and grandma came here in the 1960s. I was born in 1969. They were still young then – in their twenties. They came from a totally different culture and of course, they brought many ideas from their own parents with them.

	Bibi
	What for example?

	Mum
	For example, the idea that girls didn't need much education because their only role in life was to get married, have children and take care of the family.

	Bibi
	But they let you stay at school until you were 18!

	Mum
	Yes, but I had to fight hard, and I was lucky that I had good teachers who talked to my parents and helped me. Another problem was that there were boys and girls at my school, and my parents didn't like that. My father sent my brother Abbas to bring me home from school every day.

	Bibi
	What did the kids at school think of that?

	Mum
	Well, they laughed at me at first. But they also laughed at some of the other immigrant kids who did things in a different way. We got used to it.

	Bibi
	Hmm, wasn't that hard?

	Mum
	Yes and no. I lived two lives – one at home, where I tried to be the traditional daughter, and another one outside, where I tried to be a modern British teenager.

	Bibi
	I think I'm really lucky because I can live exactly like all the other teenagers here

	Mum
	Yes, you are lucky. You have a lot more freedom than I did. 

	Bibi
	Did your parents allow you to go out with boys?

	Mum
	Oh, no! They expected me to marry the boy that they chose for me.

	Bibi
	And did you?

	Mum
	Well, yes and no. I met your dad at a friend's house and we fell in love. But my parents knew his family, so we let them think that they had arranged everything.

	Bibi
	What happened when Uncle Abbas wanted to marry Auntie Susan? She's 100% white English, isn't she?

	Mum
	Yes, it was a terrible drama for the family. But in the end my parents allowed them to marry. And now 

	
	they really love your Auntie Susan.

	Bibi
	Why don't grandpa and grandma speak English very well?

	Mum
	They never learned it. My father worked with other British Pakistanis, so he spoke his own language at 

	
	work and we all spoke it at home. My mother hardly ever went out. 

	Bibi
	Did they miss their life in Pakistan?

	Mum
	Sometimes, yes. They missed their family and friends, but later more and more Pakistani immigrants 

	
	arrived, and they soon had new friends from the old country. And at first they also missed their own kind 

	
	of food. At that time in Britain you couldn't get the things they liked. That's changed now, of course. 

	Bibi
	Yes, we can buy everything here now. 

	Mum
	That's the great thing today. We can all enjoy so many different kinds of food,  fashion and music. It's a great time to be young.


A1.29
	Steve 
	IT department. Steve Johnson speaking.

	Erica 
	Hi, Steve, it’s Erica here from the sales department.

	Steve 
	Oh, hi Erica. How are you this morning?

	Erica 
	Fine, thanks. And you?

	Steve 
	Yeah, great thanks. How can I help?

	Erica 
	I think you’ve got a new laser printer for us,

	Steve. 
	Is that right?

	Steve 
	Yes, that’s right.

	Erica 
	I want to plan the office a bit here. Could you give me the dimensions of the printer?

	Steve 
	Sure. Just a minute. OK. Are you ready?

	Erica 
	Go ahead.

	Steve 
	Right, well, the printer is forty-one centimetres high.

	Erica 
	Forty-one.

	Steve 
	Fifty-one centimetres wide.

	Erica 
	Fifty-one wide.

	Steve 
	And forty-seven centimetres deep.

	Erica 
	Forty-seven deep. OK. And what about the cable? What’s the length of the cable?

	Steve 
	Two point five metres. And the diameter is five millimetres if you want to know that, too.

	Erica 
	Great. So the printer is forty-one centimetres high by fifty-one centimetres wide by forty-seven centimetres deep, and the cable is two point five metres long and five millimetres across. Oh – and I nearly forgot the weight! How much does the printer weigh?

	Steve 
	Thirty-six point three kilos.

	Erica
	Thirty-six point three kilogrammes. Steve, that’s great. Thanks a lot.

	Steve 
	You’re welcome, Erica. See you.

	Erica 
	Yeah, bye Steve. And thanks again.


A1.30 Exam practice
My grandma lives with me and my mum and dad. She’s great, and she often tells me stories about the early days, when she fi rst moved to England. My grandad came to England in 1961 and Grandma cametwo years later in 1963. She came on a boat and the journey lasted 15 days. When she arrived, the first thing she noticed was the weather. It was terribly cold!
Another problem was shopping. There were some Pakistani people in England then, but not many, and it was diffi cult to buy the things which Grandma wanted when she cooked food for Grandad. She was very happy when the first Pakistani food shop opened.
People in the town were very nice, very friendly. Grandma couldn’t speak English at first and one day she got lost in town. A man and woman helped her. Grandma could say her address, and the man and woman brought her back to the house.
My favourite story is about Grandma’s job. She worked in a factory for about six months, and all the other women in the factory were British. On her fi rst day at work, Grandma had some food with her for her lunch. In Pakistan, people always share food, so when all the women were together at lunchtime, Grandma offered them some food. They were all very surprised! And Grandma was surprised that the British women didn’t offer her their food!
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