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Fourteen fatal accidents and over 10,000 injuries in US industry daily are proof enough of the importance of safety rules in the workplace. In every industrialized country you will find more or less strict safety regulations enforced by the law, by the unions, and by insurance companies, who of course have a direct monetary interest in the matter.

Millions of workplace accidents happen every year. The reasons are manifold: workers are tired or overworked and therefore inattentive, tools break due to material fatigue, safety rules are willingly ignored, allegedly to save time, or machine guards are not put back into position or not properly installed; goggles or safety glasses are not put on because “it was just a quick look”, oil spills are not cleaned up, and so on and so on.

Then there are those tragic cases where a machine or a robot is switched off for repairs or maintenance and then switched on again by a colleague, either by accident or because the switch wasn’t properly secured, while the technician is still at work.

Accidents cost huge amounts of money in doctors’ or hospital bills. A day in intensive care can easily cost more than a thousand dollars; operations can cost several thousands. Such costs are the most obvious, but we tend to overlook the huge sums that arise for companies from workplace accidents. An injured worker has to be replaced by a colleague, if he or she can be replaced at all at short notice; others have to work (and get paid) overtime. If the injured person is a specialist, new people have to be hired and trained. Orders cannot be executed on time and customers may be lost.

The investigations that must be carried out to determine the cause of an accident also cost manpower: people at the workplace have to be questioned as witnesses, experts’ reports have to be filed, forms have to be filled out, letters have to be written. And then there are also expensive tools or machines that have to be replaced and other damage to be repaired.

Therefore, you should think twice before you consider “saving time” again by ignoring safety regulations. It might work ten times or a hundred times, but if worst comes to worst you might lose everything – the time you supposedly saved, your health and that of others, even your own life.
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