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Spot on safety

Fuses and circuit breakers are important safety devices, but they generally protect circuits, not people. If the current in a circuit increases above a certain amount or if there is a short circuit, the fuse will blow or the circuit breaker will trip out. Then the circuit is broken and no electricity can flow. After you have removed the cause of the short circuit or the increase in current, you have to replace the fuse or reset the circuit breaker. This is because the fuse element melts in the heat caused by the high current; a circuit breaker, however, has a thermal and magnetic tripping device that you can reset. The only fuses that protect people are ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCI).
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