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Barbara:
Hello everybody. Let’s talk about some of our products. There are mainly three categories of tools WE is making.

Trainee 1:
I think, there are the hand tools, of course, and the important product line of power tools.

Barbara: 
You call it important, why?

Trainee 2:
Well, because power tools are used in industry, workshops, garages, as well as in most households.

Trainee 3:
Right, just think of electric drills, or angle grinders which are popular among DIY workers.

Trainee 1:
And not to forget the jigsaw for metal work as well as for wood work.

Barbara:
True. You’ve mentioned hand tools. Which of them do you think are mainly used in mechanical engineering, for example in our general workshop?

Trainee 2:
I guess that’s the vice to clamp some material to work on, or the file to debur sharp edges.

Trainee 3:
And there are some joining tools such as spanners, screw drivers and Allen keys.

Trainee 1:
Alright. But don’t forget the pliers to bend some wire, for example, or the hacksaw to cut metal parts.

Barbara:
Fine. You remember quite a lot. Now, what about our company’s major product line, the machine tools for cutting processes?

Trainee 2:
Well, for main cutting work there are the lathes, the milling machines and the grinding machines.

Barbara:
Right. But what makes these machines so important?

Trainee 3:
Well, I think they are important because they’re used for production as well as for training.

Trainee 1:
And they all have some basic machine elements in common, for example, the main switch to start and stop the machine, … 

Trainee 2:
And the emergency stop that rapidly halts all machine operations, if necessary.

Barbara:
Fine. Can you think of some other machine parts?

Trainee 3:
Yes, of course. There’s the machine frame, which carries various slides.

Trainee 1: 
You’re right. In a lathe, for example, the turner moves the slides on the frame and feeds the lathe cutter to the workpiece which is held firmly in the chuck.

Barbara:
Alright. Looks like you’re all becoming experts in mechanical engineering some day. But haven’t we forgotten one important machine tool which is used in all sections of metal work almost every day?

Trainee 2:
Ups, that’s true, Barbara. That’s the column drill, and we use it permanently even in our general workshop for drilling and boring holes in metal components.
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