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I finished high school at the age of 18 and wanted to do something with IT, with electronic control technology and mechanical engineering. I didn’t just want to study theory, I wanted to do some practical work at the same time. And I wanted to earn my own money.

During an information weekend arranged by the Chamber of Commerce I found what I had in mind: Mechatronics sounded just like the thing for me. 

I received a training contract from a local company and applied to the Cooperative State University in Bochum. So my time is divided between practical work as a mechatronic and theoretical studies at the campus: in other words, a dual education. In my company I learn how to maintain the mechanical parts of the robots in the production area and I get to know what goes on in their control cabinets. My studies deal with mechanical elements, physics, electrical engineering, properties of materials, a lot about sensors and actuators, but also about product technology – much of which is totally new to me. Some lectures are in English, where I meet people from all over the world. It’s very likely that my company will keep me on when I graduate, but maybe I might like to work in another country …
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