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Track 1.3

Erik Fischer:
Hello, I’m Erik Fischer.

Ceren Göktürk:
And I’m Ceren Göktürk.

Erik Fischer:
And this is our podcast about our experiences in England last year. I worked in my company’s office in London for six months.

Ceren Göktürk:
I’m an apprentice in Germany and I did a work placement for three months in an office in London.

Erik Fischer:
OK. So what was living in England like? The first big thing was …

Erik Fischer/Ceren Göktürk:
The language!

Ceren Göktürk:
Right. At college you speak English in your English lessons, of course. But in England I had to speak all day, every day. The first week was hard. I could understand people, but when I wanted to answer, I couldn’t find the English words. Speaking started getting easier in about the third week. Now, after three months there, my English isn’t perfect, but I have a lot more confidence – Selbstvertrauen.

Erik Fischer:
I had the same experience as Ceren with English. It was difficult at first but then it got better. While living in London, I lived in a flat with two English guys. My two English flatmates – Mitbewohner – were great. They helped me a lot with my English because they corrected my mistakes. And I read a newspaper every day. I learned a lot of new words like that.

Ceren Göktürk:
The language isn’t the only new thing when you’re in England. Lots of things are different. Driving on the left is really crazy. You have to be careful when you cross the street. At first I always looked left – but in England cars come from the right! And people stand in queues all the time. At bus stops for example. They get really angry when you don’t wait in the queue, too.

Erik Fischer:
Perhaps English people get a bit angry if you don’t wait in the queue. But usually they’re very polite. In fact, very polite. They seem to say ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ …

Ceren Göktürk:
And ‘sorry’.

Erik Fischer:
… right, and ‘sorry’ all the time.

Ceren Göktürk:
One thing I was worried about before going to England was the food. British food has, well, a bad reputation – einen schlechten Ruf. But I can say now: that isn’t right. British food is OK. In fact, it’s really nice.

Erik Fischer:
I agree. I found English food just great. My favourite food was fish and chips. You buy it at a fish and chip shop. There are lots of those. And you eat the fish and chips with salt, pepper and vinegar – Essig. The portions are really big. One portion of fish and chips is really enough for two people.

Ceren Göktürk:
My favourite food was curry. Curry is now the national dish – the Nationalgericht – of England. There are Indian restaurants and take-aways everywhere. I hadn’t eaten curry much before going to England, but now I really love it.

Erik Fischer:
When you’re in England you want to travel, of course, and to see other places. I was always free at the weekends, and at the end of my six months I had a week’s holiday. I went to lots of different cities, the south coast and – one really cool thing – I visited Scotland.

Ceren Göktürk:
I travelled too while I was in England. I didn’t go to Scotland but I was in Wales for three days. That was interesting, too.

Erik Fischer:
What’s the best way to travel in England? Ceren and I both found that the best way was by coach – Reisebus.

Ceren Göktürk:
Yes. Trains in Britain aren’t as good as trains in Germany. And they can be very expensive. But the coaches are great. They’re very cheap. For example, I went from London to Cardiff in Wales and back for only fifteen pounds.

Erik Fischer:
So that was our podcast. We hope you liked it and that you will want to go to England one day, too. Thanks for listening and goodbye from …

Ceren Göktürk:
Ceren Göktürk.

Erik Fischer:
And Erik Fischer.
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