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Hi. I’m Andi Hutchinson and I’m a tour guide here on the Coral Coast of Western Australia. I live and work in the small town of Ningaloo, that’s about 1000 kilometres miles north of the regional capital Perth.

After school, I studied for two years at a vocational college in Perth, then came back here to Ningaloo.

I was born and grew up here so I know the area and sea around the place pretty well.

Like all jobs in the tourism industry my job is seasonal, but the great thing about the Western Coast of Australia is that there isn’t much difference between the seasons. In fact, we get sun pretty much all the year round. In the middle of our summer, that’s January, the average temperature is around 30 degrees. But in the winter, in June and July, it’s still nearly 20.

There is a difference for me, though, in the work that I do at different times of the year. Ningaloo is famous for its whale sharks. They’re beautiful creatures, about 18 metres long and very gentle. They never harm people and our speciality in the Ningaloo Marine Park is swimming with them. The whale sharks feed on the coral and they come here when the coral spawns between April and July.

During the whale shark season I take out groups of people to swim with the sharks. I work for a tour company. Groups of visitors usually come for the day. I meet the group in the morning and stay with them all day.

Outside the whale shark season, I’m a guide for the people who also come here for the diving, to swim in the sea, look at the coral and the fish that live here. Visitors often come a bit longer for these activities, staying perhaps a week.

So how is my job? Well, you have to be very fit and you have to be at home in the sea. You also have to have good communication skills with people. If there’s a problem with the job at all, it’s the hours. I often work at the weekends and on days when other people have a holiday. But that’s not a reason for me to leave the job. I really love it and one day I’d like to have my own tour company.
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