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The energy industry – the big polluter

CO2 is produced (‘emitted’) when we burn fossil fuels – coal, oil and gas. It’s produced by industry, by cars, lorries and planes and other forms of transport – and by us in our homes. But the biggest source of CO2 is the energy industry – the coal, oil and gas fired power stations that give us our electricity. Emissions from power stations make up almost 40% of all CO2 emissions in the EU.

What can we do?

We can look for alternative energy – energy that doesn’t come from fossil fuels. Nuclear power is one possibility, but many people think it’s dangerous. For me, the answer is green energy: solar energy (from the sun), hydroelectric energy (from water), wind energy and energy from biomass (natural materials like wood and vegetable oils). All of these are clean, safe and ‘renewable’ – they won’t run out. Unfortunately, we’ll still need coal, oil, gas – and nuclear power stations for many years. But by 2030 green energy could supply as much as 35% of our energy needs. Scientists say that probably the most important form of green energy in the next 20 years or so will be wind energy. That’s why I’m really happy that I work for a company which is one of Europe’s leading windpower producers.
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