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Unit 9
Ecology and technology
Freight transport and the environment

TANKKEN’s clothes are transported from Cologne to Nottingham by road and sea. The seafood in the luxury supermarket in Germany is airfreighted from Scotland. Heavy machinery – made in Germany – is carried up the Rhine by barge to the Netherlands. Goods of all kinds are constantly transported within the EU – and, of course, imported into the EU and exported from it to countries around the world. 

All this activity shows that the European economy is healthy. But here’s the problem: transport is the second biggest polluter of the environment after energy. (Look again at the chart on page 81). ‘Transport’ means all kinds of transport, of course, and includes private cars and the journeys we make by plane when we go on holiday. Freight transport is, in fact, only responsible for about a quarter of all the total CO2 emissions in the transport sector. But (another but!) freight transport is growing much faster than passenger (private) transport. The volume of goods that is transported within the EU has risen by over 30% in the last ten years. In our modern, global world freight transport will go on growing faster and faster. Many experts say that by 2050, the quantity of goods that is transported worldwide will be more than twice what we transport today.

Businesses that need to transport goods face a challenge, therefore. How can they balance commerce on the one hand and the environment on the other? Which modes of transport (sea, road, rail, …) are the most efficient and the most environmentally friendly? And do we really need to transport goods at all – why buy from abroad when you can produce the goods yourself? These are certainly questions that YOU will need to think about in your future career!
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