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I’m Nadine Kromer and I’m from the town of Wiesbaden in western Germany. I work there for a German company called Deutsche Wind Energie. I’m also a member of BUND, the Bund für Umwelt und Naturschutz Deutschland. It’s part of the international organisation Friends of the Earth.

Why we should worry about the environment

All the world’s top scientists now agree: the Earth is getting warmer. The average temperature has risen by 0.74°C in the last 100 years (the average temperature now is 15° by the way). Already the Earth’s climate is changing. Some places are hotter and drier than in the past. The ice at the north and south poles is melting. And floods, hurricanes and other forms of extreme weather are more common.

What happens in the future depends on us. But the same scientists say the temperature will go up again by between 1° and 4° by the year 2100. It could be 6°. The result will be catastrophic for the planet.

The reason for this global warming is the ‘greenhouse effect’. Greenhouse gases (the most important is carbon dioxide or CO2) in our atmosphere keep in heat from the sun. The greenhouse effect itself is natural – the Earth needs it to stay warm – but here’s the problem: WE (people, industry and so on) are producing too much CO2. 

Global warming and climate change are OUR FAULT and WE have to find a solution.

The energy industry – the big polluter

CO2 is produced (‘emitted’) when we burn fossil fuels – coal, oil and gas. It’s produced by industry, by cars, lorries and planes and other forms of transport – and by us in our homes. But the biggest source of CO2 is the energy industry – the coal, oil and gas fired power stations that give us our electricity. Emissions from power stations make up almost 40% of all CO2 emissions in the EU.

What can we do?

We can look for alternative energy – energy that doesn’t come from fossil fuels. Nuclear power is one possibility, but many people think it’s dangerous. For me, the answer is green energy: solar energy (from the sun), hydroelectric energy (from water), wind energy and energy from biomass (natural materials like wood and vegetable oils). All of these are clean, safe and ‘renewable’ – they won’t run out. Unfortunately, we’ll still need coal, oil, gas – and nuclear power stations for many years. But by 2030 green energy could supply as much as 35% of our energy needs. Scientists say that probably the most important form of green energy in the next 20 years or so will be wind energy. That’s why I’m really happy that I work for a company which is one of Europe’s leading windpower producers.
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