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Unit 1
Preparing for the world of work

My Top 10 reasons to love the EU

With the European Union now 50+ years old, journalist Karen Markovic explains why she is a big fan.
OK, there are times when we all hate the European Union. It can be bureaucratic. It can produce some stupid policies. And perhaps deep down we all worry that politicians in Brussels can make decisions about our lives in the UK, Germany, Slovenia or wherever. But for me, the good things about the EU far outweigh the bad. Here’s my list of the top ten reasons why we should all be glad it exists.

1.
No more wars

England, France and Germany still fight about EU policies, but the idea of a war in Europe is now unthinkable. It’s easy to forget that this wasn’t true before the EU. Europe was at war constantly for hundreds of years.

2.
Democracy in 27 countries

Spain, Portugal, Greece and the EU’s ten ex-communist countries are all now democracies. None of them was really free 50 years ago.

3.
A better life in poorer countries

Countries like Ireland and Portugal that were once very poor now have a much better standard of living. In fact, because of the EU, the average Irish person is now better off than the average British person.

4.
The world’s largest trading market

500m people live in the EU, 300m in the USA. The EU is the world’s biggest trading bloc. European consumers can buy goods from any European country without paying taxes. That has brought prices down and improved quality. And last year the European economy was stronger than the USA’s.

5.
Working and studying in Europe

People from all European countries have the right to work and to study in other European countries. There are a number of programmes to help young people today to be mobile and they have better chances than ever before to be true ‘Europeans’.
6.
A better quality of life

EU laws about everything from longer paid holidays for workers to better food labelling mean that everyday life in Europe is better than ever before.

7.
Helping the planet

The EU is the world-leader in helping the environment with cuts in CO² emissions. The EU’s strong position on the environment is forcing other countries around the world to follow.

8.
Meeting other people

It’s easy to travel around Europe, and more and more people do so. We meet people from different countries, eat their food, and generally understand them a lot better. And we’re learning more languages. Over 50% of Europeans now say that they can speak a second European language.

9.
One currency (mostly)

You can now travel through 15 countries and use one currency (Britain, of course, is not one of them!). The euro is now the only real alternative to the dollar in global business.

10.
A strong voice in the world

My most important reason to be in favour of the EU is this last one: the countries of Europe have together a strong voice in the world. Beside the USA, China and Russia, our opinions matter and we’re strong enough to make sure that people listen to us.
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