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Unit 13
Industry, service and trade (2)
Tourism: a quick guided tour

Tourism is BIG business and it is a growing global activity. In 2007 there were 903 million international tourist arrivals – that is people travelling to another country for their holiday. Direct spending on tourism (the cost of flights, hotels etc.) in the same year was USD 96.7 billion, but when you add in indirect spending (shopping, restaurants, local transport etc.), the tourist industry generated a staggering USD 1.02 trillion – USD 3 billion a day.


While the USA is naturally a popular tourist destination, it is European countries which are the most visited. France tops the league table with Paris as the world’s most visited city. After that, in order, the most visited countries are: (2) Spain, (3) the United States, (4) China, (5) Italy, (6) the UK, (7) Germany. The Ukraine, Turkey and Mexico take the 8th, 9th and 10th places. The importance of China in fourth place shows a growing trend for Europeans to travel farther – particularly to Asia – for their holidays. And, yes, it is the Germans who spend most on holidays and are the world’s keenest tourists.


Like all areas of the service sector, the tourism and leisure industries have grown and changed over the years and are still doing so. They depend constantly on how much money people have to spend (disposable income), what technologies are available for travel, and on developments in communications – like the internet.
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