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The changing faces of a city

My Sheffield, the city where I’ve grown up, was recently voted one of the top five places in Britain to live. It attracts high-tech industries and its service sector is booming. It has one of the best – and cleanest – public transport systems in the country. Sixty-one per cent of the city is greenspace.

The Sheffield of my parents, of my grandparents and of their grandparents was very different. Sheffield was the City of Steel. The engineers who lived here invented the processes that revolutionised the production of the metal. Between 1750 and 1850, the population grew from 14,000 to 135,000. In 1850, more than half of all the steel in the world came from Sheffield and the sky was permanently black with the smoke from its factories.

The last steel plants closed here in the late 1980s. It was a time of great hardship and unemployment. But cities change, economies change. Sheffield survived – and has become a great city again. This short film tells the story of its regeneration
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