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[bookmark: _GoBack]US history – A literary gallery

	Early colonies, Puritans

	Nathaniel Hawthorne
	The Maypole of Merry Mount (1832)
Young Goodman Brown (1835)
	- two short stories dealing with the hypocrisy of Puritan society in the early New England colonies
- difficult

	Arthur Miller
	The Crucible (1953)
	- play dealing with the Salem witchcraft trials of 1692 as well as the communist hunt in the USA during the 1950s
- difficult, extensive reading

	18th century: American Revolution / Foundation of the USA / The young republic

	Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
	Paul Revere’s Ride (1861)
	- lengthy poem dealing with an important event in the American Revolution; takes some background research
- not too difficult

	Thomas Jefferson et al.
	The Declaration of Independence (1776)
	- often treated as a piece of literature 
- difficult

	Francis Scott Key
	The Star-Spangled Banner (1814)
	- poem on an event in the War of 1812; later put to music; became the National Anthem of the United States
- intermediate

	Washington Irving
	Rip van Winkle (1819)
	- short story about the time before and the time after the American Revolution
- difficult

	19th century: Westward expansion / Civil War

	Irene Hunt
	Across Five Aprils (1964)
	- Young Adult novel about a boy experiencing the Civil War years on a farm in Illinois
- extensive reading, but not too difficult

	19th century: Native Americans

	Ann Turner
	The Girl who chased away sorrow (1999)
	- story of a Navajo girl about her experiences during the “Long Walk” of 1864
- easy

	19th century: Slavery

	Ann Turner
	Nettie’s Trip South (1995)
	- Children’s novel about a girl visiting the antebellum South and experiencing slavery through a child’s eye, based on the author’s great-grandmother’s diary; lovingly illustrated; recommended although it was written for a younger target group
- easy

	Harriet Beecher Stowe
	Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852)
	- novel about slavery in the USA
- lengthy, difficult (possibly to be read in excerpts)

	Michael S. Harper
	American History (2000)
	- short poem with allusions to the Middle Passage (sea route used for slave trade; the event mentioned is not a real event) and violence against black people in the 20th century (1963 bombing of Alabama church where 4 girls died)
- easy to read, takes some background research (slave trade, Middle Passage, Civil Rights movement, violence against African Americans throughout history)

	19th century: Mass immigration

	Armando Minutoli
	The Hester Street Kids (2008)
	- novel about growing up in Hester Street as an Italian immigrant; emerging power of the Sicilian Mafia in America
- lengthy (reading in excerpts recommended)

	Abraham Cahan
	Yekl (1896)
The Imported Bridegroom and other stories of the New York Ghetto (1898)
	- short novel and short stories about Jewish immigrant life in New York around the turn of the 19th/20th centuries.
- intermediate

	20th century: Harlem Renaissance / Segregation

	Countee Cullen
	Incident (1925)
	- short poem about racial discrimination in the early 20th century
- easy

	Langston Hughes
	I, too (1926)
Dreams (1926)
Harlem (1951)
	- I, too: shorter poems about racial discrimination and the hope for greater justice and equality in the future
- Dreams, Harlem: short poems about dreams, indirectly about wish for equality of African Americans
- not too difficult

	20th century: Civil rights movement / Situation of African Americans

	Gwendolyn Brooks
	The Pool Players. Seven at the Golden Shovel. (1960)
	- short poem about adolescence, rebellion and mortality, indirectly about racial tensions during the Civil Rights Movement
- intermediate

	Sue Monk Kidd
	The secret life of Bees (2001)
	- novel dealing with African Americans at the beginning of the Civil Rights Movement
- quite lengthy (reading of excerpts recommended), intermediate

	G. Neri, illustrated by Randy DuBurke
	Yummy. The Last Days of a Southside Shorty. (2010)
	- graphic novel dealing with youth gang violence in Chicago
- based on a true incident from 1994
- annotated reader exists
- easily accessible

	Elizabeth Alexander
	Praise Song for the Day (2009)
	- longer poem written on the occasion of President Obama’s first inauguration
- about the long struggle of African Americans throughout history
- takes some background research
- intermediate

	20th century: Native Americans

	Sherman Alexie
	The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian (2007)
	- illustrated young adult novel about a Native American tennager who is growing up on a reservation
- annotated reader exists
- easily accessible

	Sherman Alexie
	I am (1993)
	- poem about the reality of the lives of many Native Americans today
- intermediate, takes some research
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