Sachsen

Mock exam solutions

Guanxi — Ties That Bind
Lésungsvorschlage

Text comprehension

1. Examine the contrasts between the courses of business in China and in the western
world.

Western world:

= all business transactions, rights and obligations ruled by strict laws

= some of them very old, don’t meet modern demands

= in case of violating rules: courts have final decision

China:

= completely different legal system

= weak legal system

= power, relationships, connections much more important than rule of law (guanxi)

2. Explain the role of Confucianism guanxi is firmly rooted in.

Important part of Chinese culture

= deep influence on Chinese people

= has got extremely old and strong history

= jts power could not be weakened by communism

= teaches that individuals are not equal (masters and servants, respect for the highest-
ranking)

= nevertheless obligations for everybody

= today: philosophy that creates relationship networks for mutual help/support; not
obeying its mechanism means to be expelled

= essential to establish long-lasting business relations with China

Text production

3. Should or could a country like Germany adopt Chinese business skills? Write a
comment.

Your composition

= can refer to the given text,

= should show different aspects (arguments for and against),

= can reflect criticism or problems,

= should be clearly structured: introduction — main part — conclusion.

4. Globalisation has been changing the job market remarkably. Discuss this statement
and relate to several aspects.

Your production

= can be related to selected ideas,

= can discuss the meaning/importance for employers and employees,

= can be related to your own future,

= should be clearly structured: introduction, main part (divided into paragraphs),
conclusion.
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Translation
5. Translate lines 1-11 (“... and McDonald’s had to move.”).

1992 erdéffnete McDonald’s das erste Restaurant in Peking in China, nachdem zuvor ein
Jahr lang Marktforschung betrieben worden war. Das Restaurant, damals das grof3te der
Kette weltweit, befand sich in der Wangfujing Street, Ecke Avenue of Eternal Peace,
gerade zwei Blocks vom Tiananmen Platz, dem Herzen der chinesischen Hauptstadt,
entfernt.

Die Wahl des Standorts schien ausgekliigelt/durchdacht, und nach zwei Jahren
Ubertrafen die Umsatze des Restaurants alle Erwartungen. Dann liel die
Stadtverwaltung von Peking die Bombe platzen. Die Beamten teilten McDonald’s véllig
Uberraschend mit, dass der Standort gerdumt werden musse, um Platz zu schaffen fur
einen Gebaudekomplex mit Geschaften, Biros und Wohnungen, der vom Architekten
der Stadt Hong Kong, Li Ka-shing, geplant (worden) war. Zu jenem Zeitpunkt waren von
dem fur 20 Jahre unterzeichneten Pachtvertrag gerade zwei Jahre abgelaufen. Das
fassungslose Unternehmen tat, was jedes Unternehmen der westlichen Welt getan hatte
— es brachte die Stadtverwaltung vor Gericht um die Aufrechterhaltung des
Pachtvertrages durchzusetzen. Das Gericht lehnte es ab, den Pachtvertrag
durchzusetzen, und McDonald's musste das Feld raumen.
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