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Unit 10, part A, exercise 1

Track 18
Listening: The right person for the job

Kristina:
Hi, I’m 17 and my name’s Kristina. I hate to look like all the others. I have my own style, you know. Last week I was at a fashion shop for a job interview. I like fashion a lot. But they looked at me as if I were an alien from outer space. They told me they would send me a letter to inform me if they were going to offer me a job as a shop assistant. I expected to get a rejection letter that always starts with “We thank you for your interest in our shop but we have to inform you …” But it was different. They made me a job offer because of my good marks at school. What a surprise! I can start my traineeship tomorrow.

Susanne:
My name’s Susanne and I’m 18. It has always been important to me to look good and put on a lot of make-up in the mornings. I spend nearly one hour in front of my mirror in the bathroom every day. That’s why I thought I would be qualified to work in a perfumery. The interviewer was very nice when I went there yesterday. But he was not happy about the many mistakes I had made in my letter of application. He told me that looking good is just one among many other qualifications to get a job. So I ended up as a shop assistant in a supermarket sorting and selling fruit.

Jens:
I’m Jens, 20 years old and very ambitious. I’ve always wanted to build a good career. But after my traineeship in a mobile shop they didn’t take me over and fired me instead just because of a longer stay at hospital. I suffer from diabetes, you know. But just two weeks later I got a new job in a different mobile shop. They liked my qualifications and told me that nobody stays at hospital because he doesn’t want to work. The working conditions here are much better, too. So you must never give up.

Erkan:
Hello, I’m Erkan. My parents have a small grocery shop near Essen. So I was interested in working in a supermarket. But I had no success. Our local job centre here in Essen offered me a job as an assistant in a perfumery, with a chance to become the boss of the shop after my traineeship. I never expected to get a job like that. But I had good test results. Now, I like the job a lot and hope to pass my traineeship successfully.

Petra:
Hi, I’m Petra and already 30 years old. My story is really unusual. Though I had stayed at home with my child for a couple of years after my traineeship, I thought I’d have no problem working in my old job again. I liked to work in a fashion shop with lots of different customers. But no one gave me a chance! Now, I work in a tattoo studio. I don’t have any tattoos myself. I tried everything possible but had no chance to find any other job. The people are OK but I’m badly paid and my boss always wants me to have a tattoo, but I don’t want to have one. I still hope to find another job.

Unit 10, part E, exercise 1

Track 19
Listening: A job interview

Part 1

Mr Werner:
… and now you have a full-time job in the production department at Volkswagen in Wolfsburg?

Francesca:
Yes, that’s right. But I work there as a temp only. I couldn’t find another job after my traineeship. My old employer couldn’t take me over because of financial reasons.

Mr Werner:
OK, thanks. Now, about your interests. I see from your CV, Francesca, that you like making clothes.

Francesca:
Yes, I love making my own clothes. My mother can help me because she works as a fashion designer.

Mr Werner:
That sounds very interesting. I can also see from your CV that you like singing. Where do you sing?

Francesca:
I’m in a club for young people in Meine. We have a singing group and I sing in that. Last January we gave a concert in the city hall of Stuttgart.

Mr Werner:
Great. Well, that’s all the questions I have about your CV, Francesca.

Part 2

Mr Werner:
I’d like to talk to you next about the work as a shop assistant in one of our stores. Why do you think you would fit into our stores, Francesca?

Francesca:
Well, as I said before, I love making my own clothes and like the Italian fashion shows. I always watch them on TV. I also like working in a team and speaking English.

Mr Werner:
OK. Well, the work of a shop assistant with us isn’t always easy. You often have to work long hours but if you worked hard, you could even fly to fashion shows in Milan to look for new clothing. Would that be OK for you? Or would that be a problem?

Francesca:
Not at all, Mr Werner. I know that shop assistants don’t work social hours. I spoke to my boyfriend about this, too and he thinks it’s OK.

Mr Werner:
Good.

Part 3

Mr Werner:
OK, Francesca. Those are all my questions. Do you have any questions for me?

Francesca:
Yes, I have two questions. First, if I got the job, would I have to be fashionably dressed every day?

Mr Werner:
Yes, you would. But don’t worry! You will wear clothes from our shop and you can even buy them later at reduced prices, if you want.

Francesca:
That sounds great. Thank you very much. When can I expect to receive an answer from you?

Mr Werner:
We’ll contact you next week. OK? Thank you for coming to the interview, Francesca.

Francesca:
OK, thank you, Mr Werner.

Mr Werner:
Bye now.

Francesca:
Goodbye.
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