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Bob: I’m Bob from Newport in Wales. I’m originally from Jamaica. I came over from the West Indies about 15 years ago. I loved life in the Caribbean but I couldn’t find a job there. Some friends who had emigrated to Wales a few years before told me to come over to Britain and they would help me to find work. And so I emigrated to Wales. And everything worked out fine. As you can see I’m still here. I’m a taxi driver here in Newport. I’ve been doing this job for about 13 years now. It used to be great but things have become a lot harder in the last few years. First of all the economic situation in Britain at the moment is a big problem and this has made life really difficult for us taxi drivers. The reason is that fewer people are taking cabs than before – they just can’t afford them any more. So that means I have to work about 15 hours a day to earn enough money to live. And another thing that has changed is that now there are many more migrants settling here than any time I can remember. Most of the new migrants come from eastern European countries and they choose Newport because it’s cheaper to live here than in many other cities. This development has had two effects. On the one hand, Newport has become far more multicultural, and people come into contact more with other cultures, which makes life much more interesting here. But, on the other hand, you see more hostility and prejudice towards foreigners, especially when people see that some of the new migrants are not working but just claiming social benefits and abusing the system. But I must say they are only a minority. Most of the new migrants I know are honest, hard working people.

Jana: My name’s Jana Lodz. I arrived here in Scotland about 8 years ago. I’ve now got a job as a receptionist in a hotel here in Glasgow. Two major things have happened in the last few years. Firstly, the cost of living has increased a lot and as there are fewer jobs today if you don’t have a job, life for a migrant can be quite difficult here. That’s why many of my Polish friends have left the UK and returned to Poland. And secondly, the situation in Poland has improved a lot and people are now able to find work there and have better prospects than they would here. When I first came to this country it was paradise – I could afford a nice house, a car and a good standard of living. That was why I left Poland – to earn good money and have a better standard of living than I did in Poland. But now I have to be careful what I spend to maintain that same good standard of living. Everything has got so expensive. But I intend to stay here. When I first arrived from Poland there was a lot of prejudice and discrimination against foreigners here in Scotland. Nowadays you rarely experience that. Most people are friendly and open. And the longer I’m here the more I feel I know the Scots and their culture. It’s not all bagpipes and whisky, you know. That’s one of the interesting things about migrating to another country – getting to know the people and their way of life. I love the life here in Glasgow and I want to start a family here soon. You see, I’m engaged to a lovely Scottish man. I’m so happy I migrated from Poland. I’ve been able to find a well-paid job, lots of new friends and even a great husband.
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