	
	
	
	
	Audioskript
	9

	
	


[bookmark: bmStart]Unit 9		A 2.21

Bangladesh’s ready-made clothes sector has experienced rapid growth over the past 20 years. It now employs about 4 million workers – mostly women – in more than 5,000 factories. The clothes they produce in these factories are made to order for multinational clothing companies and then exported for sale to Europe and the United States. However, in the rush to meet export demands many of these factories have been set up in buildings unsuitable for industrial purposes. Windows are barred, fire exits are blocked. In some cases workshops are situated underground with no ventilation at all. The fire which killed at least 112 workers in a factory in Bangladesh in 2012 made the international community pay serious attention. Nevertheless, production continued and a year later another garment factory collapsed and more than 1,100 people were killed. Despite some governmental and company statements of commitment, these safety problems and other important issues, such as bad working conditions, low wages and insufficient protection of workers’ rights still exist.
After the disasters in the Bangladeshi factories shoppers in the West started to show concern about worker safety in developing countries. But, and it is a big but, only as long as it didn’t mean the end to bargains. “It bothers me, but most retailers get their clothes from these places, so I don’t see how I can change anything,” a college student told me, holding a bag from a leading clothing retailer. It was just one day after a garment factory in Bangladesh had collapsed. And she added: “They definitely need to improve the conditions, but I’ll still shop here. It’s so cheap and they’ve always got the latest trends.”
When I was on my way to work this morning, stores on Oxford Street in central London were full of young shoppers sorting through clothing under neon signs “Amazing Fashion, Amazing Prices”. The floors were full with T-shirts, jeans and dresses with labels on them “Made in Bangladesh”. Nothing has really changed. It’s business as usual.
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