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Martin: Good evening and welcome to our weekly radio programme “In short”, presented by Martin Burke, live as usual from Birmingham. In tonight’s programme Simon Rosenberg examines the development of citizens’ participation in public life in the United Kingdom. He is well-known for his publications on British history from the Middle Ages up to the 21th century. His latest publication is “Happy Birthday, Magna Carta” a book that will be in the shops in time for the Magna Carta’s 800th anniversary.
Simon: Good evening Martin. I’m glad to be here to talk about my newest book “Happy Birthday, Magna Carta”. 
Martin: What exactly is the book about? 
Simon: Well, it is basically about the development of civil liberties in the UK since the Magna Carta was adopted. I think in order to understand why citizens today can take part in public life the way they do, it is important to understand where civil liberties came from. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Martin: I know our listeners will want to know: what is the difference between civil liberties and human rights? Are they the same thing? 
Simon: Let’s start with human rights. These rights are fundamental rights and everyone agrees that these rights are universal to all people all over the world. Civil liberties, however, are rights and freedoms that are guaranteed by a particular country and shape people’s participation in public life. 
Martin: Can you give us some examples of civil liberties?
Simon: Examples of civil liberties are the right to vote, the right to personal liberty, freedom of expression and the right to a fair trial in a court. Anyway, civil liberties are assigned to the citizens of a country. They keep governments from abusing their powers and they should protect citizens from discrimination. 
Martin: Where are these civil liberties defined in other countries? 
Simon: Many states have a constitution, for example Germany has its Grundgesetz, that’s a basic constitutional law, specifying the civil liberties of their citizens. The UK does not have a written constitution. But still the UK has a long law history and a tradition of civil liberties that dates back to the Magna Carta in the 13th century. In the UK civil liberties exist in a huge amount of single laws and decisions by the courts and are not summarized in one document such as a constitution. In the UK Parliament guarantees civil rights, because it is not restricted in its authority to make laws and it can change any laws. 
Martin: I’m afraid I can’t quite follow you. Can you give us an example? 
Simon: Sure. Today the idea that every adult in the UK should have the right to vote is taken for granted. However, up to the early 19th century the right to vote depended on two factors: gender and property. Firstly, you had to be a man over the age of 21. Secondly, you had to own property you paid taxes for. If you did not fulfil both conditions, you were not allowed to vote. Although the motto of the French Revolution in 1789, “liberty, equality and brotherhood”, motivated many British citizens to call for more democracy in their own country, it took the UK up to 1928 before both men and women had the right to vote. And the discussion about the right to vote has not come to an end. Now there is a debate about whether the voting age should be lowered from 18 to 16. 
Martin: Well, thank you very much Simon. I know that you have a strong opinion about this but let’s see what our listeners think first. So, listeners, now it’s your chance to join in the debate. What are your thoughts on lowering the voting age to 16? Just call us on 0207-88235491.
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