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Mustafa: My name is Mustafa and I’m a political refugee. My family and I were lucky. We – that’s my mother, my two younger brothers and myself – were able to get out of our country soon after the war began there. You see, we were quite rich as my father had a good job as a technologist. Sadly, he died a year before we left. So when the war began, we decided to sell up everything and migrate to the UK. As soon as the British government accepted us as political refugees we booked our flights to London. Our journey to Britain was fine, not at all like the terrible journeys a lot of refugees have to make. After arriving in London we were sent to Bradford in the north of England by the British authorities. In Bradford we were given temporary accommodation in a hostel. In the meantime I’ve got a job in a local factory and with the money I earn there we have been able to rent a cheap flat. It’s not great but at least it’s a start. My two brothers have started going to a local school and I’m pleased to say that their English is getting really good. And that’s an interesting point: At home I attended high school so my English was quite good when we arrived here (as you can hear) but my mother just stayed at home and looked after my brothers. So she can’t speak any English and that’s a big problem for her now. She can’t communicate with anyone and so she is very unhappy and lonely here in Bradford and wants to go back home. She says she misses her friends and relations so much. But I think the main problem is that she can’t speak English. As far as I’m concerned, I quite enjoy being here. It’s so interesting to experience a different way of life and I have now made new friends – people I wouldn’t have got to know if I had just stayed in my home country. What a difference it makes when you can speak the language. And living in England has given me the chance to improve my English. Maybe I can get a better job later where I could use both my languages.
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