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Unit 13
A 3.8
Alexandra: My name’s Alexandra. I’m 20 and I come from Newcastle. We young people have always been told you can achieve anything you want if you try hard enough. And most people believe that we students are very privileged. They also believe we are in a very lucky situation where we don’t have to work hard as they do. Well, that’s just not true. I’ve been fairly lucky because my parents have always helped and encouraged me. As a university student I have still had to work hard but up till now I’ve done quite well in my studies. But the present difficult economic situation here in Britain and especially in the north of England has left students like me a little unsure about the future. We wonder whether our future job prospects are as rosy as we have been told. Employers don’t have as many permanent jobs as they did in the past. Where I live in Newcastle a lot of small firms and even some big ones are closing down. The result is that it’s also getting harder for us students to get part-time jobs. We need these jobs to finance our studies. And now we need part-time jobs even more than before the economic crisis. In the past the government introduced a scheme where a lot of firms here in Newcastle could offer students paid work placements so that we could get job experience and a small wage at the same time. Now the firms can’t afford to pay students who do placements any more. The government created and promoted such schemes so that students from poorer backgrounds could study at university. But now students who can’t afford to accept unpaid work experience are at a great disadvantage when they apply for jobs after their studies. They are being pushed off the employment ladder before they can even get a foot onto it. I think the government should invest more in students as our future is Britain’s future, too.
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