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Adam: Well, I’m Adam from Birmingham. I’m 21. People often blame young people for the problems of this world. But most adults and especially the politicians and you media people live in another world. What do you know about growing up in a poor area? What do you know about areas where it’s quite normal to see a lot of drugs, guns, prostitution and gang warfare? Where you live you don’t see people smoking crack in phone boxes or heroin addicts injecting themselves in the subways or prostitutes standing on the street on your way home from school. I grew up in an area like that here in Birmingham. But I’ve been lucky so far. I haven’t been stabbed in a knife attack like a friend of mine was on his 19th birthday. And most of the kids around here grow up in terrible conditions. They have no positive role models and generally have nothing to do. As a result the kids go binge-drinking or sell drugs or steal cars. In my opinion the government should do a lot more to help young people in areas like this. Then maybe we would have the chance to lead a better life. 

Rachel: I’m Rachel from London. I’m 18. When you say you’re homeless, most people think of someone sitting on the street, looking terrible and begging for money. This kind of thinking really bothers me as I am friends with many homeless young people who do not fit in to this stereotype. It bothers me even more because I am one of those homeless young people myself. We belong to a minority group of people in society and most people don’t know much about us. We are homeless but that doesn’t mean we live on the streets. A lot of us live in so-called “temporary accommodation” which are mainly hostels run by different charity organizations. The rooms are generally quite small and you have to share with 2 or 3 other people. There is a shared kitchen in the hostels where we can prepare our own meals. Most hostels even have a dining area where the young people can eat together. The hostel where I’m living at the moment is run by a charity organization called “Centrepoint”. I share a room with 2 other girls. Most of the young people here are homeless because they had to leave home. A big reason is often domestic violence or kids have terrible experiences when their parents have alcohol or drug-related problems. The young people are in temporary accommodation because they just don’t have anywhere to live. So, the next time you hear the word “homeless”, remember the vast majority of us are not just begging for money on the streets. It would be great if the government could support us more than they do at present.
	[image: image1.png]
	© Ernst Klett Verlag GmbH, Stuttgart 2016 | www.klett.de | Alle Rechte vorbehalten. Von dieser Druckvorlage ist die Vervielfältigung für den eigenen Unterrichtsgebrauch gestattet. Die Kopiergebühren sind abgegolten.
	



