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C Well, in our latest survey we asked young people what their main reasons were for using the social media. Practically all of them pointed out that it was a really important way of keeping in contact with friends. These contacts did not only include current friends but also past friends. While spending time overseas, either on holiday or exchange programmes for example, young people regarded social media as the perfect method to keep in touch with both friends and families. The majority also stated that the use of social media was an ideal way of meeting young people of the opposite sex. Moreover many teenagers and young adults mentioned that it was an easy way of looking for information or of finding out about upcoming events. Three out of four young people also use social media for entertainment or – in other words – as a good method to escape boredom. Half of the participants regarded social media as a suitable way of expressing their ideas and exchanging opinions. 

D When we looked at the results of a survey which we did with people of all ages we were most surprised by the fact that about 70% of all internet users voluntarily give away personal information even including their address on the Internet. Two thirds use the same passwords for different websites and a quarter do not read the terms and conditions of their providers. But all in all awareness of the potential risks of going online has increased. People are now more aware of the possible effects that private photos on social media websites may have on their chances on the labour market. News of hackers has spread in the last few years but although there is a general concern about being spied on by criminals, companies or the secret service of a country most internet users are not willing or able to take steps against this.
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