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The Midwest is a big area of the USA. Native Americans lived there 
until more and more European settlers moved west in the 1840s. 
They wanted land and gold. Native Americans had to sell their land 
and move to reservations. Sometimes the settlers even killed them. 
Today most of the land in the Midwest is farmland, but there are 
also some big cities. The largest city in the Midwest is Chicago. It is 
in the state of Illinois and is the third largest city in the USA. 

Chicago is often called ‘The Windy City’. In 1884 the world’s first skyscraper was built here. The 
Midwest has terrible tornadoes. They are so dangerous that people hide in safe places until the 
tornado is gone. Because of the great distances in the Midwest, most teenagers want to have their 
own car. They usually get their driver’s license at the age of 16 and often have jobs to save money 
for a car.
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Complete the sentences.

1. In the 1840s more and more European settlers  moved west     .

2. The settlers wanted  land and gold     . 

3. Native Americans had to  sell their land and move to reservations     . 

4. The largest city in the Midwest is  Chicago     . 

5. The Midwest has  terrible tornadoes     .

6. In the Midwest most teenagers want to have  their own car     .

Read the information about the two schools and complete the text.

   

eight classes a day (45 minutes each)
school day starts with the first class
school day ends at 4 p.m.

six classes a day (60 minutes each)
morning messages and the Pledge of Allegiance
school day ends at 4 p.m.
dress code and strict rules

At Anne-Frank-Gesamtschule there are  eight classes      a day. Each class is  45 minutes long  . 

At Robinson High School there are  six classes a day and     each class  is 60 minutes long  .  

The school day at  the German school starts with the first class      . At Robinson High 

School  the school day starts with the morning messages and the Pledge of  

 Allegiance     . Both school days  end at 4 p.m.      At Robinson High School there  

 is a dress code and there are strict rules       .

Anne-Frank-Gesamtschule Robinson High School

Ziel 2: Ich kann das Schulleben in den USA und in Deutschland vergleichen. 

Ziel 1: Ich kann Informationen über den Mittleren Westen verstehen.
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Read the job ad and complete the dialogue.

Billy: Where do you work?

Michael: I work  at Tony’s Clothes Store     .

Billy: Do you work there every day?

Michael: No,  I work there every weekend     

 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.         .

Billy: What do you have to do there?

Michael:  I help customers and tidy up the clothes       .

Billy: Cool. How much  money do you earn        ?

Michael:  I earn $12 an hour  . I’m saving most of it because I want to buy a car.

Read the comic strip on pages 28–29 again. What happened first? What happened next?
Put the sentences in the right order. 

6  Dylan asked Abby to go to the dance with him.

8  At the end of the evening Dylan took Abby home.

3  Dylan helped Abby with her Science project.

9  Dylan wanted to kiss Abby, but her dad came out.

2  Dylan was embarrassed in front of Abby and her boyfriend.

5  Abby was angry.

1  Dylan liked Abby, but Abby had a boyfriend.

7  The party was great.

4  In the gym Scott pushed Dylan really hard.

Driver’s License
Are you over 15? Are you tired of asking  
Mom and Dad to give you a ride?

Then learn to drive!

Join our Driver’s Ed courses and practise  
with one of our cars.
All our cars are less than 3 years old, and  
all our teachers are friendly.
You can take the written tests right here!

So come to us now and get started!

1. Wie alt muss man für die Fahrschule sein?  15 

2. Wie kann man fahren üben?

   Man kann mit den Autos der  

 Fahrschule üben. 

3. Was gibt es für Autos?

   Die Autos sind alle weniger als  

 drei Jahre alt. 

4. Wo kann den schrifltichen Test machen?

  in der Fahrschule 

Help wanted at  
Tony’s Clothes Store
Job for students
weekends 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
$12 an hour
help customers and tidy up  
the clothes

Ziel 4: Ich kann einen Comic über das Highschool-Leben verstehen. 

Ziel 5: Ich kann Informationen über den Führerschein weitergeben. 
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Ziel 3: Ich kann über Schülerjobs sprechen.
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