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	Topic 3 – Political issues
A political thriller, p. 28-30

	Word/phrase
	Usage/memory aid
	Translation

	to cross swords with sb
	to have an argument with sb
	mit jdm die Klingen kreuzen; mit jdm eine Auseinandersetzung haben

	bluntly
	(
in a straightforward and outspoken manner
(
→ blunt (adj) ↔ sharp
	direct; unverblümt

	to contain sth
	(
to limit sth; to stop a feeling from growing
(
She couldn’t contain her excitement
	eingrenzen;  eindämmen

	assignment
	(
task, remit (fml)
(
to set/give/receive/be given an assignment
	Auftrag

	acting
	He’s acting director – it’s not a permanent post.
	kommissarisch; stellvertretend

	to resent sth
	to dislike sth; to feel angry, bitter or indignant about sth
	sich über etwas ärgern

	zealously
	with a lot of passion and commitment
	eifrig; fanatisch

	threat
	danger or risk that sth unpleasant will happen
	Bedrohung; Drohung

	to come back to sb
	to contact sb, to get back to sb
	auf jdn zukommen; jdn kontaktieren

	sixty odd
	sixty or so
	etwa sechzig

	typical of
	(
characteristic of sb
(
How typical of him! He can’t mind his own business.
	typisch für

	menace
	danger, threat
	Bedrohung, Drohung

	to concede
	(
to admit

(
to concede defeat
	zugeben; einräumen

	proposal
	(
suggestion
(
→ to propose (n)
	Vorschlag

	to expel
	(
to make sb leave a place; to send sb away

(
→ expulsion (n) from school/university/a club
	ausschließen; ausweisen; verweisen

	initial
	(
first or preliminary (part of a process)
(
My initial shock soon gave way to delight.
	anfänglich

	to be wary of sb/sth
	to be careful of sb/sth
	vor jdm/etw auf der Hut sein

	to rock the boat (infml)
	(
to cause problems
(
Just do as you’re told. Don’t do anything to rock the boat.
	Staub aufwirbeln; für Aufregung sorgen
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