Abi Workshop English • The United States • Vocabulary sheet


	Topic 4 - Big cities and open spaces
Into the Wild, pp. 52–53

	Word/phrase
	Usage/memory aid
	Translation

	well-to-do
	( wealthy
( He was part of the well-to-do upper class, so he didn’t have to worry about money.
	wohlhabend; vermögend

	decompose
	→ decomposition (n)
	zerfallen; verwesen

	corpse
	( a dead body
( The police didn’t find his corpse until three weeks after his disappearance.
	Leiche

	puzzling 
	( It was really puzzling; there were so many things we didn’t know. 

( → to puzzle (v)


	rätselhaft

	affluent
	( well-to-do
( We live in an affluent society.
	reich; wohlhabend

	balance
	account balance
	hier: Kontostand

	to abandon
	When he went into the wild, he abandoned his family.
	aufgeben; zurücklassen

	margin
	( edge
( → marginal (adj), marginalize (v), marginalization (n)
	Rand 

	issue
	I really liked the last issue of National Geographic, have you read it?
	Ausgabe

	to retrace
	( → to retrace one’s steps
	nachvollziehen; zurückverfolgen

	grip 
	( → to grip (v)
( → to have sb in one’s grip
	hier: Macht; Gewalt

	allure
	( → to allure (v)
( Everything that is forbidden has a certain allure for him.
	Faszination; Anziehungskraft

	bond
	Normally there is a strong bond between parents and their children.
	Bindung 

	impartial
	Judges must try to be as impartial as possible.
	unparteiisch; unvoreingenommen

	enigma
	( → enigmatic(al) (adj.)
( His whole life is an enigma.

	Rätsel

	intense
	His feelings were really intense.
	stark; intensiv

	streak
	I don’t like him because he has got a streak of arrogance in him.
	(Charakter-)Zug

	stubborn
	Stop being so stubborn and help us!
	dickköpfig; starrsinnig 

	destitute
	( poor 
( She always cared for the destitute people.
	mittellos; Not leidend 

	to emulate
	Young people often emulate pop stars and actors.
	nachahmen; nacheifern

	rigor (AE),
rigour (BE)
	→ rigorous (adj.)
	Strenge; Härte

	abundance
	There is an abundance of wealth in this city.
	Fülle; Überfluss

	ordeal
	His ordeal ended with his death.
	Prüfung; Feuerprobe

	blunder
	If he hadn’t committed those few blunders, he would have survived.
	Fehltritt; (schwerwiegender) Fehler

	to clutch
	He was desperately clutching to the past.
	sich klammern an

	divergent
	( They had highly divergent opinions. 
( → to diverge (v)

	abweichend

	reckless
	He is so reckless; he risks his own life as well as those of others.
	waghalsig
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