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	Topic 2 – Character and culture
Why Ireland really lost its religion, p. 22/23

	Word/phrase
	Usage/memory aid
	Translation

	to be over-run
	
to be too full of


At Christmas the town is over-run with shoppers.
	überlaufen sein

	nun
	
a woman who spends her life serving God


When Bridget was 18, she decided to become a nun, and now she’s called Sister Bernadette.
	Nonne

	inconceivable
	
unimaginable


↔ conceivable (adj)


It is inconceivable to think that he could leave his mother.
	unvorstellbar

	form master
	
male class teacher


In the morning, the form master checks to see if all the pupils are in school.
	Klassenlehrer

	to conclude
	
to come to the conclusion (n)


After hearing all the evidence, the police concluded that the man was guilty.
	zu dem Schluss kommen 

	conspicuous
	
very obvious


→ conspicuousness (n)


His green jacket was conspicuous among all the dark coats.
	auffallend

	insight
	
sudden understanding


→ insightful (adj)


His insights into the problem were very helpful.
	Einsicht

	to affirm
	
to support as being true


→ affirmation (n)
	bekräftigen

	clergy
	
group of religious ministers


The clergy have been the subject of much scandal recently.
	Geistliche

	to encounter
	
to meet


→ encounter (n)


I had a lovely encounter with a woman on the street this morning.
	begegnen

	holy
	
→ holiness (n)


For some people, a church is a holy place.
	heilig

	compulsion
	
strong feeling that one must do sth


I just have this compulsion to eat chocolate – I just can’t help it.
	Zwang

	to dawn on sb
	
to begin to be realised by sb


It dawned on me that she had been right all the time.
	jdm. dämmern

	to misread
	
to understand in the wrong way


I misread the situation completely and thought it was a great party, not realising that everybody else hated it.
	missdeuten; falsch lesen

	gross
	
obviously wrong and rather tasteless


By wearing white socks with black shoes I had made a gross mistake.
	krass

	virtually
	
almost


I was virtually alone at the station – there was only one other person there.
	fast; nahezu

	to grow out of sth
	
to stop doing sth when older 


He used to love children’s stories, but now he’s grown out of them.
	etw. entwachsen

	Mass
	
Catholic church service


She always goes to Mass on Sunday mornings.
	Messe

	to mock sb
	
to laugh at, to make fun of


→ mockery (n)


They mocked her because of her big nose.
	sich über jdn. lustig machen

	derision
	
act of mocking


→ deride (v); derisive (adj)


He looked at her with derision in his eyes.
	Spott

	devotion
	
very strong religious enthusiasm


→ to devote to (v)


When I stand in a church I feel a strong sense of devotion to God.
	Hingabe

	calling
	
what sb feels they were born to do 


She says her calling is to work with children.
	Berufung

	divine
	
of God


→ divinity (n)


A long time ago it was believed that kings had a divine right to rule a country.
	göttlich 

	historian
	
expert in History 


She’s a historian, so she knows all about the 16th century.
	Historiker(in)

	to adhere to
	
to stick to, to keep to


→ adherence (n)


If you want to stay with this company, you’ll have to adhere to the rules.
	beachten; befolgen

	genuine
	
true, real


He was genuinely surprised that she hadn’t been invited to the party.
	echt; wirklich

	confession
	
practice of telling one’s sins to a priest


→ to confess (v)


I always feel better when I’ve been to confession.
	Beichte

	to assume
	
to accept, to believe


→ assumption (n)
	annehmen; vermuten

	to credit sb with sth
	
to think/say that sb does/has sth positive


I’m really surprised. I wouldn’t have credited him with remembering my birthday.
	jdm. etw. zuschreiben

	refined
	
cultured, polite


The Queen’s behaviour is very refined.
	kultiviert

	to ditch
	
to get rid of


He ditched her when he met another girl he liked.
	loswerden

	decline
	
gradual reduction or movement downwards


→ to decline (v)


There has been a decline in the number of people buying white cars.
	Rückgang

	coincidence
	
chance happening of two events that are at the same time or seem to be connected


→ to coincide (v)


What a coincidence that we have the same birthday!
	Zufall

	to cherish
	
to love and want to hold onto


I cherish our weekends together.
	wertschätzen

	superior
	
better


↔ inferior (adj)
	besser

	thug
	
unpleasant, violent man 


Some thugs beat him up last night.
	Schläger

	outwardly
	
apparent


He was outwardly calm, but inside he was very angry.
	äußerlich

	burden
	
sth that is difficult to bear


→ to burden (v)


The burden of bringing up six children on very little money was almost too hard to bear.
	Bürde; Last

	respectability
	
the state of having a good social position


→ respect (v); respectable (adj)


She’s more interested in her own respectability than in telling people what she really thinks.
	Anständigkeit; Geachtetheit

	to pivot around
	
to be all about, to depend on


→ pivot (n)


Their discussion pivoted around what they were going to do at the weekend.
	sich drehen um

	pleasure
	
feeling of happiness, enjoyment


→ to please (v); pleasant (adj)


I get so much pleasure from watching my children play.
	Vergnügen

	contraception
	
using means to stop a woman getting pregnant


→ contraceptive (n)


They don’t believe in contraception so they’ve got eight children.
	Verhütung

	to discard
	
to get rid of


I found some shoes which had obviously been discarded by their owner.
	ablegen; ausrangieren

	entire
	whole
	ganz; gesamt

	devout
	
deeply religious


→ devotion (n)


He’s a devout Catholic and goes to church every Sunday.
	strenggläubig

	pilgrimage
	
journey pilgrims go on


→ pilgrim (n)


Last year we went on a pilgrimage to Lourdes.
	Pilgerreise 

	to gather
	→ gathering (n)
	sich versammeln; sich scharen
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