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	Topic 3 – Different worlds
The Solitude of Emperors, p. 32/33

	Word/phrase
	Usage/memory aid
	Translation

	to contribute
	to add
	beitragen

	disenchantment
	disillusionment
	Entzauberung; Ernüchterung

	a lack of opportunity
	Because of a lack of opportunity my cousin never thought of studying at university.
	Mangel an Gelegenheit/Chancen

	slow pace
	at a slow pace = not very fast
	gemäßigtes Tempo

	petty
	↔ important, significant, essential
	klein; unbedeutend; trivial

	jealousy
	→ jealous (adj)
	Eifersucht; Missgunst

	concern
	This is a matter of public concern. = This is important to everybody.
	Belang; Sorge

	to associate with sb
	I associated with a group of football fans at my school.
	verkehren mit

	desperation
	→ desperate (adj)
	Verzweiflung

	economics
	to study/take a degree in economics
	Wirtschaftswissen​schaften

	ambition
	→ ambitious (adj)
	Ehrgeiz; Ambitionen

	to advance
	
to get on, to progress


They offer English courses at three different levels: beginners, intermediate and advanced.
	vorankommen; fortschreiten

	career
	She thought of a career in astrophysics.
	Karriere; Laufbahn

	previous
	the previous year = the year before
	vorig; vorhergehend

	succeeding
	following
	folgend

	achievement
	→ to achieve (v)
	Errungenschaft; Erfolg; Leistung

	to attend
	to attend church/school/a course regularly
	besuchen; teilnehmen an; anwesend sein

	intention
	plan
	Intention; Absicht; Vorhaben

	to disown
	
to reject, to abandon, to dismiss


She disowned and disinherited her eldest son because of his intention to marry a woman of lower caste.
	verleugnen; sich lossagen von; verstoßen

	progressiveness
	a state of being open-minded about new ideas
	Fortschrittlichkeit

	to extend
	
→ extension (n): An extension was built to the library last summer.

→ extent (n): To what extent are you involved in this project?
	sich erstrecken; vergrößern; erweitern

	to scheme
	
to make secret plans in order to gain sth

In Shakespeare’s plays there often is a scheming character who wants to destroy one of the heroes.
	Pläne machen; intrigieren

	to endure
	She had to endure the bad treatment by her father.
	aushalten; dulden

	to sneak
	They managed to sneak out secretly.
	schleichen

	to aid
	to help, to support, to give assistance
	helfen; unterstützen

	escape
	Their escape was successful.
	Flucht; Entkommen

	charitable
	→ charity (n)
	wohltätig; karitativ

	tension
	There have always been tensions between different ethnic groups in multicultural states.
	Spannung

	to deplete
	to deplete resources/supplies/available quantities
	erschöpfen; vermindern; aufbrauchen

	to get by
	It is hard to get by on bread and water.
	auskommen; durchkommen

	to come round
	She was offended by his behaviour and did not speak to him for weeks, but finally she came round and asked for a meeting. 
	einlenken

	to assure
	I assure you, I will do everything to help you.
	versichern

	to raise a child
	They wanted to raise their children in the Christian faith/as good Christians.
	ein Kind aufziehen/erziehen

	to intend to do sth
	→ intention (n)
	vorhaben, etw. zu tun

	to forgive
	He never forgave me for teasing him when he was very small.
	vergeben; verzeihen

	occasion
	There had never been an occasion to talk about the problem.
	Gelegenheit; Anlass

	modest
	She was a modest person, never asking for much for herself, and not wanting to appear in public.
	bescheiden

	reconciliation
	
the process of becoming friendly again with each other after a period of fighting or disagreement

→ to reconcile (v)
	Versöhnung

	as a result
	They talked to each other again after a long time, and as a result managed to become reconciled.
	demzufolge

	memory
	I have no clear memory of him as a child.
	Erinnerung

	to possess
	
to own

→ possessive (adj)
	besitzen

	humiliation
	
She considered it a massive humiliation to apologise in public.

→ to humiliate (v)
	Erniedrigung; Demütigung

	to exacerbate
	The situation was exacerbated by the harsh criticism of the press.
	verschlimmern; verschärfen

	to dilute
	He diluted the wine with water because he did not want to drink so much alcohol.
	verdünnen; verwässern; schwächen

	to linger
	to last, to remain, to stay
	fortbestehen; sich aufhalten; verweilen

	to delete
	She deleted everything she had written from the file.
	löschen

	to inherit
	When his mother died, he inherited a fortune.
	erben

	stubbornness
	His stubbornness in the matter was the main reason for the conflict.
	Eigensinn; Sturheit; Dickköpfigkeit

	temper
	He had a mild temper and everyone liked him.
	Temperament

	to blame sb for sth
	
They blamed her for spoiling the show.

They blamed it on her.


They put the blame (n) on her.
	jmdn für etw. verantwortlich machen; jmdn beschuldigen

	to fulfil a promise
	to fulfil/keep a promise ↔ to break a promise
	ein Versprechen halten

	token
	symbol/symbolic
	Symbol; symbolisch

	gesture
	
A gesture is sth you say or do to express an attitude or intention.


You can use gestures to communicate without speaking or to support your speech.
	Geste

	to hang out with sb (infml)
	to meet regularly and spend time together
	mit jmdm herumhängen

	to impose sth on sb
	The colonialists imposed their language on the natives. = They forced them to learn and use their language.
	jmdm etw. aufzwingen/auferlegen

	faith
	belief
	Glaube

	to tolerate
	→ tolerant (adj)
	tolerieren; dulden

	to face sth
	
to confront sth

to face difficulties/facts/humiliation/the truth/your enemies/punishment
	gegenübertreten; konfrontiert werden mit

	numerous
	many
	zahlreich

	indignity
	humiliation
	Beleidigung; Demütigung

	to dwell on sth
	to speak, think or write about in detail
	bei etw. verweilen; näher auf etw. eingehen; auf etw. herumreiten

	alienation
	→ to alienate (v) sb/yourself from sb
	Entfremdung; Distanzierung

	to take one’s toll
	
to have a serious effect, or to cause deaths and injuries

The famine took a heavy toll.
	seinen Tribut fordern

	dense
	→ density (n): population density
	dicht

	humidity
	There is a lot of humidity in tropical rainforests: the air is damp, it feels wet.
	Feuchtigkeit

	charms
	She was attracted by the charms of the big city.
	Reize; Zauber

	to reveal
	to expose, to show
	offenbaren; aufdecken

	to scale down one’s expectations
	When he arrived in India, he realised that he had to scale down his expectations.
	seine Erwartungen herunterschrauben
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