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	Topic 2 – The wounds of history
Cracking India, p. 18

	Word/phrase
	Usage/memory aid
	Translation

	affluent
	wealthy, rich
	wohlhabend; im Überfluss lebend

	habit
	She had this habit of drinking her tea with loads of sugar.
	Gewohnheit

	to make sth up
	All the names in the story are made up. = All the names are fictitious.
	etw. erfinden; sich etw. ausdenken

	disturbing
	The news was so disturbing that I could not go to sleep that night.
	beunruhigend; aufwühlend

	godmother
	the person who takes over responsibility for the religious upbringing of a child
	Patin

	to dig
	to dig, dug, dug
	graben

	to venture
	
to venture into sth means to do sth that might go wrong because it is new to you


to go somewhere that might be dangerous


to give your opinion, but in a cautious manner because you are afraid it might be wrong
	wagen; riskieren; unternehmen

	to shrink
	to shrink, shrank, shrunk
	schrumpfen; schwinden

	to dwindle
	to shrink, to dwindle, to decrease ↔ to grow, to increase, to rise, to expand
	schrumpfen; schwinden

	to encompass
	Her research encompassed Gandhi’s time in South Africa and the development of his philosophy of nonviolence.
	umfassen; umspannen

	token
	sign, symbol
	Zeichen; Symbol

	devotional
	Devotional fervour is religiously motivated fervour.
	fromm; ergeben

	fervor (AE)
	→ fervent (adj)
	Eifer; Inbrunst; Leidenschaft

	zealot
	a person who acts with fanatical enthusiasm, especially if religiously or politically motivated
	Fanatiker; Eiferer

	prayer
	the activity of communicating with God
	Gebet

	to set about doing sth
	to start doing sth
	sich daran machen, etw. zu tun

	ostentatious
	conspicuous
	auffällig; demonstrativ

	to squat
	People were squatting or sitting everywhere and waiting for the storyteller to begin his story.
	hocken

	tap
	Our tap water is of drinking water quality.
	Wasserhahn

	diligent
	She always works diligently.
	sorgfältig; gewissenhaft

	to scrub
	We had to scrub the floor every week.
	schrubben; scheuern

	to clear one’s throat
	Nobody disturbed the silence until she cleared her throat and started to speak.
	sich räuspern

	scarf
	He always wears a scarf around his neck in the winter because he is afraid of catching a cold.
	Schal

	mosque
	A mosque is the building where Muslims meet for prayer or communal activities.
	Moschee

	lawn
	a piece of land where grass is growing
	Rasen

	to pray
	→ prayer (n)
	beten

	to cram sth into sth
	Lots of old things were crammed into the small cupboard, so there was no room for my toys.
	hineinstopfen

	slot
	a narrow opening to put sth in
	Nische; Schlitz; Steckplatz

	to diminish
	to shrink, to dwindle, to reduce
	abnehmen; schrumpfen; schwinden

	untouchable
	For fear of pollution, nobody wanted to touch the people of the lowest status in Indian society because they did all the dirty work. They were untouchable.
	unberührbar

	entrenched
	deeply rooted
	fest verwurzelt

	to dehumanize (AE)
	to take away the qualities that are thought best in human beings
	entmenschlichen

	caste
	
a strictly defined social class within a society


Hindu society is traditionally divided into four castes.
	Kaste

	lofty
	
noble, morally admirable ( 


very proud and looking down on other people (
	erhaben; vornehm; hochmütig

	to look down upon sb
	to think you are better than the other person
	auf jmdn herabsehen

	slave
	→ slavery (n)
	Sklave, Sklavin

	nuclear family
	
father, mother and children

↔ extended family
	Kernfamilie; Kleinfamilie

	irrelevant
	
not connected with what is currently discussed, or useless

↔ relevant
	irrelevant; bedeutungslos; unerheblich
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