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	Topic 3 – Different worlds
Hunger, p. 30/31

	Word/phrase
	Usage/memory aid
	Translation

	fail
	
She failed in her attempt to get the job.

→ failure (n)
	versagen, scheitern; hier: ausbleiben

	grain
	grains of wheat / rice
	Korn, Getreide

	to weep
	
to weep, wept, wept


After her husband died, the widow wept for hours.
	weinen, schluchzen

	compassion
	
pity


It was compassion that made him reach out and offer a helping hand.

	Mitgefühl, Mitleid

	to comfort
	
→ comfort (n), comfortable (adj)

The mother comforted her crying child.
	trösten

	to scan
	
→ scan (n), scanner (n)

Passengers are scanned before entering the plane.
	abtasten, absuchen

	serenity
	
→ serene (adj)

Although she has to cope with a lot of problems, she does not lose her serenity.
	Heiterkeit

	faint
	In the faint light it was hard to make out the expression on his face.
	schwach, matt

	spark
	
→ to spark sth off (v)

A single spark can set fire to a dry forest.


Sparks flew up into the sky from our campfire.
	Funke

	obstinate
	
stubborn

There is no use arguing with him. He is just too obstinate.
	hartnäckig, stur

	to scour for sth.
	
to search for sth 

Volunteers scoured the whole forest but they did not find the runaway. 
	nach etw. durchkämmen

	to shrink
	
to shrink, shrunk, shrunk


The number of people who don't speak English is shrinking.
	schrumpfen

	shoot
	
In early spring, the first green shoots start to appear.

Panda bears eat bamboo shoots.
	Trieb, Schößling

	stain
	
→ stained (adj), stainless (adj) = rostfrei (auch: makellos)

Gothic cathedrals are famous for their stained-glass windows.
	Makel, Fleck, Farbe

	to choke
	She choked to death on a fish bone.
	ersticken, würgen

	to reap
	
to harvest

You reap what you sow.
	ernten

	heap
	pile
	Haufen

	drought
	
→ dry (adj)

state when there is no rain for a long time
	Dürre

	fissure
	
crack

There is a fissure in the wall, hopefully it won’t break.
	Riss

	to creep
	
to creep, crept, crept


The wounded animal crept to its cave.
	kriechen, schleichen

	to perish
	Since there was nothing to eat all the animals perished.
	zugrunde gehen, verenden

	prone
	lying on the front with the face down
	in Bauchlage, hingestreckt

	to gasp
	Michael gasped because he had run quickly to catch the train.
	japsen, keuchen

	greed
	
→ greedy (adj)


Greed can make people ruthless. 
	Gier

	spite
	Kate feels nothing but spite for her parents because they really disappointed her.
	Groll, Boshaftigkeit

	to decree
	
→ decree (n)

They decreed an end to discrimination on grounds of gender.
	verfügen, erlassen

	to shrivel
	All the plants have shrivelled because of the long drought.
	verschrumpeln, verkümmern

	seed
	You have to plant these seeds in spring.
	Samen, Saat

	to sprout
	
→ sprout (n)

In spring, the first seeds start to sprout.
	keimen, sprießen

	tender
	
→ soft

A baby’s skin is very tender.
	zart, weich

	to thrust
	to push

	schieben, drängen

	slender
	
elegantly slim

She can wear anything with her slender figure.
	schlank

	spire
	There is a spire on top of the Chrysler Building. 
	Spitze, Turm

	to rustle
	The leaves were rustling in the wind.
	rascheln

	to tug
	
to pull strongly

→ tug (n), tug of war = Tauziehen
	zerren, ziehen

	peasant
	a farmer with little property
	Bauer, Kleinbauer

	to engulf
	The fog engulfed the figures of the other people and I could not see anyone.
	einhüllen, verschlingen

	to falter
	
to hesitate


to move awkwardly as if you might fall
	stocken, nachlassen, straucheln

	to ripen
	
→ ripe (adj)

The grains ripen over the summer.
	reifen

	to wither
	
to shrink, dry up and die

There was a bunch of withered roses in a vase on the table.

The face of the old woman looked withered, as if she had gone through hard times.

	vertrocknen, verkümmern

	prosperous
	rich, wealthy, affluent
	reich, wohlhabend

	to roam
	to move about without a clear idea of what you are going to do
	umherstreifen

	gutter
	the edge of a road where rain water collects and flows away
	Gosse, Rinnstein

	plight
	You can always ask me for help if you happen to be in a plight.
	Not(lage)

	edible
	
→ eatable (syn.)


Do you know if these mushrooms are edible?
	essbar

	to retch
	to be sick without being able to bring up anything from the stomach
	würgen

	to devour
	In Sesame Street the cookie monster devours cookies.
	verschlingen

	sequel
	
consequence

The film has been a huge success, so before long a sequel will be produced.
	Folge; Fortsetzung

	dull
	
↔ bright, interesting, lively

She felt a dull pain at the back of her head.
	dumpf, matt, trübe, langweilig

	to assail
	to attack
	angreifen, überfallen

	limb
	Your arms and legs are your limbs.
	Glied, Gliedmaße

	to retain
	to keep
	behalten

	to stifle
	
He stifled a scream because he didn’t want to wake his parents.

The heat was stifling.
	ersticken, unterdrücken
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