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	Topic 2 – Character and culture
The way of the Irish, p. 16​–18

	Word/phrase
	Usage/memory aid
	Translation

	flurry
	
sudden burst of activity


Apart from a flurry of shoppers at lunchtime, the shop was empty all day.
	hektische Aktivität

	to release
	→ release (n)
	veröffentlichen

	to be after sth
	
to want sth


She doesn’t love him – she’s just after his money.
	hinter etw. her sein

	republican
	wanting Ireland to be united and free of British government
	ein vereinigtes Irland wollend, das nicht von Großbritannien regiert wird

	to concede
	
to admit


→ concession (n)


I did my best, but I have to concede that I made a few mistakes.
	eingestehen

	to pop (infml)
	
to put with a sudden movement 


I’ll just pop the card in this envelope and take it to the post office.
	schnell stecken

	memo
	
note


“Did you read the memo the boss sent?” – “What, another one? He’s already sent three today!”
	Kurzmitteilung

	tourist board
	tourist authority
	Fremdenverkehrsamt

	to bid sb farewell (old-fashioned)
	
to say goodbye to sb 


As he left the room, he bid her farewell.
	sich von jdm. verabschieden 

	tome
	
big, heavy book


She came out of the library struggling under several tomes on American history.
	Band; Wälzer

	ancient
	These CDs are really ancient!
	uralt; antik; historisch

	public access
	→ to access (v); accessible (adj)
	öffentlicher Zugang

	at sb’s discretion
	
according to sb’s judgement, as sb sees fit


You may only look at the house at the owner’s discretion.
	nach jmds. Ermessen

	to head
	
to go in a certain direction


She was heading for her friend’s house when she met her sister on the street.
	sich auf den Weg machen

	in mint condition
	
in a perfect state


This bag is in mint condition – it looks new!
	in einem hervorragenden Zustand

	inconspicuous
	
not easily seen or noticed


→ inconspicuousness (n)


↔ conspicuous (adj)


The private detective made himself inconspicuous by pretending to read a newspaper.
	unauffällig

	clumsy
	
lacking in skill or physical coordination


→ clumsiness (n)


“Er ... do you ... want to ... er ... you know ... er... see a film ... on Saturday ... you know, with me?” he asked the girl, clumsily.
	ungeschickt

	to elicit
	to bring to light, to find out
	herauslocken

	value
	→ valuable (adj)
	Wert

	approach
	
→ to approach (v)


We didn’t succeed that way, so we tried a different approach.
	Annäherung; Ansatz

	encounter
	
meeting


→ to encounter (v)


I had an interesting encounter with a monk today.
	Begegnung

	occasion
	
event


A birthday is a special occasion.
	Ereignis; Gelegenheit

	on a par with
	
equal to


For me, being invited to his party is on a par with meeting the Queen!
	auf einer Stufe mit; ebenbürtig mit

	reception
	→ to receive (v)
	Empfang

	essential
	→ essence (n); 
essential (n)
	wesentlich

	hedge
	
row of bushes or trees which form the boundary of a garden, field, etc. 


You can’t see into their garden because the hedge is so thick.
	Hecke

	to trim
	
to cut sth to make it tidier


I don’t want my hair much shorter, so could you just trim it, please?
	zurechtschneiden

	in the course of
	In the course of the evening I was becoming familiar with most of the guests.
	im Verlauf von

	to seek
	to look for
	suchen; erstreben

	to emerge
	
to come out


→ emergence (n)


It was hard work getting any information about of him, but after a while, the truth emerged.
	herauskommen

	ancestor
	It’s interesting to find out all you can about your family and who your ancestors were.
	Vorfahr; Ahn(in)

	genuine
	
true, real, authentic


I genuinely didn’t think you would mind.
	echt; wirklich

	wilderness
	Notice the change in pronunciation: 
wild → wilderness as in
child → children
	Wildnis

	holy
	
→ holiness (n)


For some people, a church is a holy place.
	heilig

	well
	natural source of water
	Brunnen

	several
	some, a few
	einige; mehrere

	to shape up to be sth
	to turn out to be, to become gradually
	sich als etw. herausstellen

	ahead of
	
in front of


↔ behind 


He was too far ahead of me in the race and I couldn’t catch up with him.
	vor 

	to pamper
	
to treat very well with excessive indulgence


→ pampering (n); pampered (adj) 


I’m going to spend the day having a sauna and a massage to pamper myself.
	verwöhnen 

	bachelor
	
unmarried man 


↔ spinster (female)


He doesn’t really like women so he’s happy to remain a bachelor.
	Junggeselle

	to pull over
	
to drive a vehicle to the side of a road and stop


My mobile rang while I was driving so I pulled over to answer it.
	am Straßenrand halten

	to wind down
	
to open (a window) in the car


↔ to wind up
	herunterkurbeln

	enquiry
	
You can make an enquiry to find out about sth.


→ to enquire (v)


alternative spelling: inquiry, to inquire (AE)
	Anfrage; Befragung; Nachforschung

	to embark (on)
	
to start


to embark on a journey/an adventure/a new strategy
	einschlagen

	wide-ranging
	
diversified


We sell books on wide-ranging topics, from anatomy to zoology.
	breitgefächert 

	deft
	
clever


→ deftness (n)


The politician deftly changed the subject to avoid the reporter’s question.
	geschickt; gewandt

	to slip in
	
to mention casually


He slipped in a reference to his own book.
	einfließen lassen

	crucial
	essential, vital, extremely important
	entscheidend; kritisch

	afterthought
	
a comment occuring to sb after the opportunity to mention it has passed


While serving dessert, she said as an afterthought that they could have gone out for dinner.
	nachträglicher Einfall

	to pull sth off (infml)
	
to manage to do sth


I was afraid she wasn’t going to believe me at first, but it’s OK, I think I pulled it off.
	etw. hinkriegen

	blank
	She gave me a blank look, so I repeated my question.
	ausdruckslos; leer

	to get to (infml)
	
to affect negatively


I don’t like visiting them. It really gets to me how she speaks to him – it’s horrible.
	auf den Geist gehen

	to banter
	
to tease or joke with sb in an amusing and friendly way about sth 


→ banter (n)


They bantered for hours at the party – it was really funny.
	über etw. scherzen

	crop
	
harvest


This year the weather has been perfect so farmers expect the crops will be abundant.
	Ernte(ertrag)

	and such like
	
and so on


We talked about our families and such like.
	und desgleichen 

	to sense
	to notice, to feel
	spüren; wahrnehmen

	to produce
	→ production (n)
	hervorbringen; hervorholen

	to provide
	 to make available


→ provision (n)
	liefern; bereitstellen

	to ring a bell (infml)
	
to remind sb of sth


Did you say “Lucy”? That name rings a bell. Oh, I remember, I met her last year.
	einem bekannt vorkommen

	eventually
	
in the end


Do not confuse this word with eventuell, which means ‘perhaps/maybe’.
	schließlich; endlich

	to nod
	to move your head up and down to say yes
	nicken

	clueless
	having no idea
	ohne Anhaltspunkt

	to head off
	to leave
	davongehen

	bend
	
a curved part of a road 


→ to bend (v)


You can’t see it from here, but it’s just around that bend.
	Kurve

	to contribute
	to make a contribution (n)
	beitragen

	account
	report
	Bericht; Erzählung
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