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	Topic 4 – Big cities and open spaces
Spot on facts: The regions of the US, p. 47

	Word/phrase
	Usage/memory aid
	Translation

	top-ranking
	best, finest, excellent
	Spitzen-

	reputation
	to have a reputation for sth
	Ruf

	heavy industry
	produces iron and steel, also machines
	Schwerindustrie

	distinctive
	His looks are distinctive; I’ve never seen anyone with such prominent features.
	unverwechselbar

	to devastate
	→ devastating, devastated (adj.)
	verwüsten

	crop
	what you grow in a field
	Feldfrucht; Getreide

	fertile 
	If you want to have a good harvest, your plants need fertile soil.
	fruchtbar

	straightforward
	frank, direct, outspoken
	direct; aufrichtig

	populated
	Areas can be sparsely or densely populated.
	besiedelt
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