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	Topic 4 – Rural roots
Coming home, p. 42–44

	Word/phrase
	Usage/memory aid
	Translation

	bachelor
	
unmarried man 


↔ spinster


He doesn’t really like woman so he’s happy to remain a bachelor.
	Junggeselle

	playwright
	
sb who writes plays


Shakespeare is a famous playwright.
	Dramatiker(in)

	prestigious
	
carrying prestige (n)

Harvard is a prestigious university in the US.
	angesehen

	contemporary
	
current, modern

The Museum of Modern Art is a showcase for the work of contemporary artists.
	zeitgenössisch

	seemly
	
socially suitable


In the 1950s it was not seemly for a woman to be alone with a man in his room.
	schicklich

	wiry
	
slim but strong


→ wire (n)


The man looked quite big, but without his coat his body looked wiry.
	drahtig

	mourning
	
black, because sb has died


→ mourning (n); to mourn (v)


He wore his mourning clothes for a year after his wife died.
	Trauer-

	to become sb
	
to suit


→ becoming (adj)


Her new haircut became her.
	jdm. gut stehen

	knuckle
	
bones in the finger at the places where the finger bends


Don’t knock on the door too hard or you’ll hurt your knuckles.
	Fingergelenk

	nuisance
	
sth annoying


That streetlight is a nuisance. It shines straight into my face when I’m lying in bed.
	Ärgernis

	to give birth
	A woman can decide to give birth at home or at hospital.
	gebären

	rearing
	
looking after animals until they are grown


→ to rear (v)


The rearing of animals is a wonderful experience.
	Aufzucht; Züchten

	goose, geese
	
large birds which often live on farms


If someone is in bad trouble, you could say, “Your goose is cooked!”
	Gans, Gänse

	hen
	
farmyard bird that lays eggs


↔ cockerel
	Huhn

	petrol pump
	device at a petrol station which provides fuel to put into a car
	Zapfsäule

	midday
	
in the middle of the day around 12 o’clock


↔ midnight


We always have lunch at midday.
	Mittag

	funeral
	
burial

→ funereal (adj)


More and more people prefer cremation to a funeral.
	Beerdigung

	overnight
	
for a stay of one night


There wouldn’t be a train late enough for me to go back home, so I took my overnight bag and stayed at a friend’s house.
	Übernachtungs-

	necessity
	
sth necessary


→ necessary (adj)


For some people coffee is an absolute necessity in the morning or they would be too tired all day.
	Notwendigkeit

	ragged
	
torn


→ rag (n)


The man was living on the streets and his clothes were ragged.
	zerlumpt

	cab
	
place where the driver sits at the front of a lorry, etc.


When you’re sitting in a cab, you’re higher up than all the car drivers.
	Fahrerkabine

	lorry (BE)
	
truck (AE)


There are a lot of lorries on the roads now.
	Lastwagen

	flour
	
raw food that can be used to make bread and cake 


For this cake I’ll need 500g of flour.
	Mehl

	retailer
	
sb who sells to private customers

→ retail (adj); retail (n)


Retailers buy their goods from wholesalers.
	Einzelhändler(in)

	slope
	
ground which is not flat but you have to walk up (or down)


→ sloping (adj)


We walked up a slope to reach the house.
	Anstieg; Hang

	marsh
	
low, wet land


→ marshy (adj)


She got her feet wet when she walked through the marsh.
	Sumpf

	growth
	area of low plants
	Bewuchs

	fern
	plant often found on mountains or in places without much sunlight
	Farn

	heather
	plant that grows on open ground and has small, pink or purple flowers
	Heidekraut

	bog cotton
	grasslike plant with long hairs that look like bits of cotton
	Wollgras

	skyline
	
line of the land where it meets the sky; horizon


He could see the silhouette of a tree on the skyline.
	Horizont

	chubbiness
	
roundness and fatness of face 


→ chubby (adj)


She’s 20, but her chubbiness makes her look like a child.
	Pausbäckigkeit

	easygoing
	
relaxed


Our English teacher is really easygoing – he doesn’t mind if we forget our homework.
	lässig

	air
	
a person’s distinctive manner or appearance


She has a relaxed air about her.
	Auftreten

	to reflect
	
to think


→ reflection (n)


He reflected that his behaviour had not been perfect.
	reflektieren

	to turn out
	
to become


My children turned out quite well – they are both happy and doing what they love.
	werden

	to think the world of sb
	
to think that sb is wonderful


He thinks the world of her – he’d never believe she could do anything wrong.
	große Stücke auf jdn. halten

	scarcely
	
hardly


→ scarce (adj); scarcity (n)


She was scarcely more than a child when she married him.
	kaum

	midland
	
of the middle of a country, not bordering the sea


→ midlands (n)


I grew up in a midland town, so we were a long way from the sea.
	von der Mitte eines Landes; Binnen-

	faint
	
very slight or weak


→ faintness (n)


There was a faint smell of perfume in the room.
	sehr leise oder schwach

	disturbance
	
sth that interrupts the quietness


→ to disturb (v)


When I was meditating, there was a slight disturbance when someone walked past outside talking loudly on his mobile.
	Störung

	throb
	
strong, rhythmic vibration


→ to throb (v); throbbing (n)


I could hear the throb of the helicopter coming closer.
	Klopfen; Pulsieren

	rust-eaten
	
full of red-brown oxidised metal


They took down the old, rust-eaten garage door and put in a new one.
	verrostet

	to clatter
	
to make a sound as if lots of pieces of metal were loose and shaking


→ clatter (n)


She clattered down the hill on her old bike.
	rattern

	pothole
	
deep hole in the road


The tyre burst when he drove over the pothole.
	Schlagloch

	florid
	
red-faced


When he got angry, his face was florid.
	gerötet

	lean
	
slim with no extra fat anywhere


He was very lean, so he felt the cold easily in winter.
	mager

	gangling
	
tall, slim and awkward in movement


He was tall and gangling, with arms and legs which seemed too long for his body.
	schlaksig

	to enquire
	
to ask


→ enquiry (n)


alternative spelling: inquiry, to inquire (AE)
	nach etw. fragen

	rasping
	
harsh noise as if two pieces of metal were rubbing against each other


→ to rasp (v)


The door of the old barn made a rasping noise as we pulled it open.
	kratzend

	to refer to
	
to mention directly

→ reference (n)


When I said he was old-fashioned, I was referring to his clothes.
	sich beziehen auf; anspielen auf

	to part
	
to go away from each other


→ parting (n)


The two friends parted at the gate. One went into town and the other went home.
	sich trennen

	to pat 
	
to touch lightly a few times


→ pat (n)


Always ask the owner for permission before you pat a dog.
	tätscheln

	yard 
	
area outside a farmhouse


The children were playing in the yard.
	Hof

	to tell
	
to know because of certain signs


I could tell you’d eaten something because your plate was on the table.
	erkennen

	coffin
	the wooden box a body is buried in
	Sarg

	worn away
	
past participle of the verb to wear away

So many people want to kiss the Blarney Stone it’s a wonder the surface isn’t worn away.
	abgetragen; abgewetzt

	timber
	
wood


The huts were made of timber.
	Holz

	dresser
	kitchen cupboard with drawers or a cupboard on the bottom and shelves or a cupboard with glass doors on the top
	Küchenschrank

	latch
	
bar used to close a door


→ to latch (v)


Can you close the latch, please?
	Türriegel

	chipped
	
with parts broken off


→ chip (n); to chip (v)


Oh, no! My favourite cup is chipped! It looks awful!
	angeschlagen

	scrubbed
	
rubbed with energy to make clean


→ to scrub (v); scrubber (n)


The plates looked freshly scrubbed.
	geschrubbt

	clutter
	
objects in no order


→ to clutter (v)


Can you help me clear up this clutter? 
	Durcheinander

	mantelshelf
	
shelf over a fireplace 


There is a mirror hanging above our mantelshelf so you can look at yourself while you’re standing in front of the fire.
	Kaminsims

	stove
	old-fashioned oven heated by burning wood
	Ofen

	receipt
	
piece of paper proving that you have paid for sth in a shop


I wanted to take these trousers back to the shop but I’ve lost the receipt.
	Quittung

	spike
	
long, thin piece of metal with a sharp point


→ to spike (v)


My grandma used to make toast by putting a piece of bread on a spike and holding it in front of the fire.
	lange Nadel; Spieß

	to address 
	
to speak to


→ address (n)


He wasn’t sure how to address her – as Miss or Mrs Jones – so he said Ms Jones.
	ansprechen

	to back a car
	
to reverse


She backed her car into the parking space.
	rückwärts fahren

	to hire
	
to pay a company to use a car for a certain time


→ hire (n)


When they flew to Canada, they hired a car.
	mieten

	to calculate
	
to work out


→ calculation (n)


He calculated that they would need three hours to get to the airport.
	rechnen; kalkulieren

	pregnant
	
to be expecting a baby.

→ pregnancy (n)


Frank was delighted when Susan got pregnant.
	schwanger

	bald patch 
	
area on the head where the hair has stopped growing


He hides his bald patch by wearing a baseball cap.
	Halbglatze

	intention
	
what sb wants to do or means to say

→ to intend (v)


The road to hell is paved with good intentions. (proverb)
	Absicht; Vorhaben

	assumption
	
sth expected

→ to assume (v)


When she said she was eating for two, the assumption was that she was pregnant.
	Annahme; Vermutung

	Jeez
	
short for “Jesus”


“Jeez, what did you do that for?!” she said, angrily.
	mein Gott
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