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	Topic 4 – Environmental issues
Canadians ponder cost of rush for dirty oil, pp. 40–41

	Word/phrase
	Usage/memory aid
	Translation

	to ponder
	(
to ponder a question
	nachdenken über

	boreal
	(
boreal forests

(
boreal region

(
↔ austral
	dem nördlichen Erdteil zugehörend

	bog
	(
wet, spongy ground
	Moor

	toxic
	(
poisonous

(
→ toxicology (n)
	giftig

	waste
	(
worthless and unwanted material

(
→ waste (adj), to waste (v), wastage (n)
	Abfall



	bumper
	(
rear and front ends of cars have bumpers

(
→ to bump into sb (v)
	Stoßstange



	plant
	(
nuclear power plant
	Fabrikanlage



	devastation
	(
ecological devastation

(
→ to devastate (v)

	Zerstörung

	pristine
	(
He gave me a pristine white handkerchief.
(
pristine land
	ursprünglich, unberührt, makellos

	crude oil
	(
A barrel of crude oil contains 159 liters.
	Rohöl

	surge
	(
A surge in oil prices greatly harms the economy. 

(
→ to surge (v)
	akuter Anstieg

	blessing
	(
with the blessing of the church

(
→ to bless (v)
	Segen

	to exacerbate
	(
Extremely cold winters exacerbated the situation for the first settlers.

(
→ exacerbation (n)
	verschlimmern

	homely
	(
homely furniture
	einfach, schlicht

	epicentre
	(
St Peter’s in Rome is the epicentre of Catholicism. 
	Epizentrum; Mittelpunkt

	downside
	(
the downsides of economic growth

(
negative aspect
	Kehrseite, Nachteil

	to soar
	(
The stock-market soared once the financial crisis was over.
	hochschnellen

	on a scale
	(
We lost money on a large scale in the last financial crisis. 
	in einem Maße, in einem Umfang

	to counter
	(
to counter with some very persuasive arguments

(
→ a counterclaim/countermeasure
	etw. entgegentreten, dagegen halten, widersprechen

	to fell
	(
to cut down

(
Lumberjacks fell trees in Canada’s forests.

(
→ felling (n)
	fällen

	tar
	a thick, black, sticky substance
	Teer
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