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	Topic 4 – Big cities and open spaces
America's underrated cities, p. 46

	Word/phrase
	Usage/memory aid
	Translation

	to underrate
	He has not always been a famous artist. For years his work was underrated.
	unterbewerten; unterschätzen

	to commute
	Americans spend more than 100 hours commuting to work each year.

	pendeln 

	suburbanite 
	↔ urbanite
	Vorortbewohner/-in

	to rest on one’s laurels
	After he had written one best-selling novel, he rested on his laurels for the next few years.
	sich auf seinen Lorbeeren ausruhen

	urban decay
	( You could see the urban decay everywhere: A lot of houses had fallen into disrepair.

( → to decay (v)

	städtischer Verfall

	to make a comeback
	Nobody had heard from the singer for years, but then she surprised everyone by making a great comeback.
	ein Comeback erleben

	tax dollars
	The city has prospered because of the rich residents and their tax dollars.
	Steuergelder

	rust belt
	the northeast part of the US around the Great Lakes where a lot of manufacturing took place
	Industriegebiet im Nordosten der USA

	urban flight
	emigration from the cities 
	Stadtflucht
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