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Company ventures
	In the global business world, companies need to do all

they can to keep up with the competition and maintain

and improve their market shares. There are a number

of different strategies businesses use to grow and give 

themselves the edge – these include mergers, joint 

ventures, and acquisitions.
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Big business

Read the following news story about a recent big deal in the business world.


Answer the following questions on the news story in full sentences:

a) Read the definitions on the first page again. What form of company venture is this news story describing?
b) “This is a landmark deal for Elegant Refreshments.” 
Which of the following German words is the most accurate translation of this use of “landmark”?



-  Wahrzeichen



-  Denkmal



-  Meilenstein
c) Explain why this is a good deal for Elegant Refreshments.
d) What is meant by “the brand needed to be brought into the 21st Century”?
e) Is Drinkit a successful company? Why, or why not? 
2. GO ONLINE!

Use the internet to find out about a joint venture between two different companies. 

Find out:

- the objective of the joint venture.
- how it benefits the two companies.
3. You’re the boss
Think about a possible merger between two businesses that you know. It can be any two companies you like. Outline the benefits for both sides.  
	Vocabulary

	amicable (adj)
	freundlich

	hostile (adj)
	feindlich


Lösungen erhalten Sie bei unserem Kundenservice
Merger – the combining of two or more companies into one unit, with a view to increasing efficiency. Mergers are generally amicable and are arranged with the companies’ best interests in mind.





Acquisition – this is also known as a takeover or a buyout. An acquisition is when one company buys another. They can be friendly or hostile and usually involve a larger company buying a smaller one.





Joint venture – the joining together of two or more companies for a business activity. A joint venture can be just for one activity or for a longer period of time, and is generally beneficial to both parties involved.








BizGalaxy.com  Saturday, 30th May, 2009


Elegant Refreshments seals Drinkit deal


�After weeks of negotiations, the American drinks company Elegant Refreshments has bought Drinkit for a price of $12.3million. A spokesperson for the company released the following short statement this morning from their headquarters in New Orleans, “This is a landmark deal for Elegant Refreshments – and we can now look to the future with a refreshed sense of optimism and excitement.”





Reports had suggested that the Elegant Refreshments, which was founded by Jack Morrissey and Andrew York in 1984, was struggling to compete with increasing competition from new drinks companies, who were considered more appealing to younger consumers. The company’s product range is made up largely of chilled coffee and tea drinks, aimed at older, more sophisticated drinkers. “The brand needed to be brought into the 21st century, and we hope this deal will achieve just that,” explained York. 
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If this is the case, York and Morrissey seem to have chosen well. Since being founded by three students from California in the summer of 2007, Drinkit has gone from strength to strength. Their mixture of fruit and vegetable juices has proved to be popular with young, health-conscious consumers. After only eighteen months in operation, Drinkit has evolved from a hobby for three students in a basement into a national company with over 30 employees, and an ever-increasing market share. 





“We were always clear about what we wanted to do,” says Lola Fletcher, one of Drinkit’s co-founders, “make good quality, healthy juices, with fresh ingredients. Simple as that.” Simple it may be, but it has certainly paid off. By offering a healthy alternative to sugary and caffeine-filled fizzy drinks, Drinkit quickly appealed to consumers. 





It has not yet been confirmed whether Drinkit’s products will continue to be sold under the existing name, or if they will be incorporated into the Elegant Refreshment product range.
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