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Manchester old and new
Manchester is one of England’s biggest cities after London. It is in the north-west of England, not far from other famous northern cities like Liverpool. And, of course, it has a very famous football team. Manchester is not just ‘another typical English city’, however. The city in the past and the modern city now show us exactly how Britain was, and how it is today.

The story of Manchester begins with the Industrial Revolution. From around 1750, engineers in Britain started inventing machines like the steam engine and machines to spin cotton. The first factories appeared in northern England (where there is coal, iron, water and all the other things necessary for industry). With its factories and the cotton from its colonies, Britain quickly became the richest country in the world, and Manchester was the centre of the British cotton industry. In the 19th century, around four-fifths of all the cotton clothes in the world came from Manchester. Although the city itself was extremely rich, however, life for the people who worked in the factories – many of them only small children – was extremely hard. They worked long hours for very little money and lived in small houses in narrow, dirty streets. The sky was permanently black with smoke from the factories.

Manchester remained a big, industrial town and the centre of the world textile industry until about 1950. Then other countries began producing cheaper goods. The factories in northern England closed, there was mass unemployment, and cities like Manchester and Liverpool ‘died’. But this isn’t the end of the story. In the 1980s and 90s, hundreds of new companies in the media, financial, IT and other industries began moving into the city. It got a new city centre with modern, attractive buildings and developed the best public transport system in Britain. The narrow, dirty streets disappeared, and the old factories became modern flats. Many big, international companies opened new offices in the city. Restaurants, cafés, theatres and bars opened, and only London now has more night clubs. Manchester is again one of Britain’s most successful cities.

A few things of the ‘old’ Manchester remain, however. In a street near the city centre you can find ‘Jack Botham’s Pie Shop’. Jack makes Manchester’s best meat pies. He and his family have been selling the pies, and the people of Manchester have been buying and eating them for over 100 years. The only difference today is that Jack also sells his pies on the Internet!
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steam engine  Dampfmaschine • to spin (cotton)  (Baumwolle) spinnen • coal  Kohle • iron  Eisen • necessary  nötig • narrow  eng • smoke  Rauch • to remain  bleiben • mass unemployment  Massenarbeitslosigkeit • night club  Nachtlokal • (meat) pie  Fleischpastete








































































	2
	Orange Line 1

ISBN-10: 3-12-547511-2

ISBN-13: 978-3-12-547511-2
	
	© Ernst Klett Verlag GmbH, Stuttgart 2006 | www.klett.de
Von dieser Druckvorlage ist die Vervielfältigung für den eigenen Unterrichtsgebrauch gestattet. Die Kopiergebühren sind abgegolten. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.
	[image: image1.png]


	[image: image2.png]
	© Ernst Klett Verlag GmbH, Stuttgart 2006 | www.klett.de
Von dieser Druckvorlage ist die Vervielfältigung für den eigenen Unterrichtsgebrauch gestattet. Die Kopiergebühren sind abgegolten. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.
	
	Gateway

ISBN-10: 3-12-809250-8

ISBN-13: 978-3-12-809250-8
	1



