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English around the world
When we read about Canada or Australia or the USA, we accept naturally that people there speak English. Of course – it is the language of the country. But why? These places are very far from England! Why do so many people around the world speak English?

For Canada, Australia and the USA – and in fact for lots of other countries such as New Zealand, South Africa, India and several countries in Africa (altogether around 1.5 billion people), the reason is that they were once part of a worldwide British Empire. From 1620, when the first English settlers arrived in America on the ship called the Mayflower, and for the next 300 years, the British travelled all over the world and established colonies. The small colony in New England in the north-east of the modern USA was the first. Then came Canada in 1763; in 1770, Australia (where the British sent all the criminals they didn’t want!); in 1840, New Zealand; and from around 1850, India and many countries in Africa. In 1921, the British Empire covered 37 million square kilometres (about a third of the earth), and one person in four worldwide spoke or heard English every day.

The British Empire began disappearing after World War II, but English as a world language didn’t disappear. In fact, in the 20th century it became even more important. Canadians, Australians and so on continued speaking English, of course. But now English started becoming popular in other places. The reason this time wasn’t the British Empire. It was the importance of the USA, now the most powerful nation on earth. English became worldwide the language of American culture – the language of Coca-Cola, of chewing gum, of McDonald’s, of jeans, and, of course, of movies.

Today, English is the world language. It is the international language of business, of sport, of science, of the media, of technology, of computers, – and, of course, of the Internet. This new global English isn’t ‘British’ or ‘American’. People speak it with many different accents, and if they use some slightly different words or phrases in their country, it isn’t ‘wrong’. Nobody knows exactly how many people in the world will soon speak English, but right now, about 1 billion people – including you! – are learning it. One thing is certain, however: there will be many more English speakers in the world than ‘English’ people in Britain.



(404 words)
such as  wie (zum Beispiel) • empire  Reich • settler  Siedler/in • to establish  gründen • square kilometre  Quadratkilometer • importance  Wichtigkeit, Bedeutung • powerful  mächtig • chewing gum  Kaugummi • science  Wissenschaft • slightly  etwas, leicht • including  einschließlich








































































	2
	Orange Line 1

ISBN-10: 3-12-547511-2

ISBN-13: 978-3-12-547511-2
	
	© Ernst Klett Verlag GmbH, Stuttgart 2006 | www.klett.de
Von dieser Druckvorlage ist die Vervielfältigung für den eigenen Unterrichtsgebrauch gestattet. Die Kopiergebühren sind abgegolten. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.
	[image: image1.png]


	[image: image2.png]
	© Ernst Klett Verlag GmbH, Stuttgart 2006 | www.klett.de
Von dieser Druckvorlage ist die Vervielfältigung für den eigenen Unterrichtsgebrauch gestattet. Die Kopiergebühren sind abgegolten. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.
	
	Gateway

ISBN-10: 3-12-809250-8

ISBN-13: 978-3-12-809250-8
	1



