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Route 66
Route 66 is a part of American history. Today, it isn’t a real road which you can travel on from end to end. Only about 80% of the old road still exists, and in some places it has become a normal, modern US highway. But if you have a map, and if you really want to find the road, it is possible. The American Highway Department (which looks after roads in the USA) has put up signs for ‘Historic Route 66’ and travelling along the road is a popular holiday for people from all over the world.

Route 66 begins in America’s biggest industrial city, Chicago, in the north-east, and ends in Los Angeles in the south-west. Between the two, it runs through eight American states. After Chicago, Illinois, it crosses the wide, flat prairies of Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma; past the oil-wells of Texas, then crosses the deserts of New Mexico and Arizona (it is very close here to the Grand Canyon), and finally arrives at the coast in LA, California. 2,448 miles, 3,940 kilometres.

People began building Route 66 in 1926. In those days, there were no American highways as we know them today, and Route 66 was the first, long-distance road across America. Because the road was mostly flat, and it was very quick, it soon became popular with truck drivers. Soon, little restaurants, cafés, and motels started appearing beside the road, then, as other people began using the route, little museums, zoos, and other attractions appeared – all with owners who wanted to attract visitors. The signs and advertisements became more and more amazing, some bigger than houses. Some of America’s famous restaurants started here: McDonald’s in San Bernardino, for example, and the ‘Big Texan’ Steak House where, if you could eat all of your enormous 2.5 kilo steak, your meal was free!

Route 66 began disappearing in the 60s and 70s, but in every state today there are Route 66 societies which try to preserve the road and its history. Many of the old restaurants and other places along the route are now museums.

One great way to see Route 66 is on a Harley-Davidson motor bike. From its offices in Chicago and LA, you can rent a bike for a holiday on the historic road and travel alone or in a group. If you love the ‘old America’, then travelling along Route 66 on a Harley is definitely for you!
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