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London
London is Britain’s capital and by far its biggest city. Around 7.2m people live here permanently – about one in seven of the population of England. Hundreds of thousands of commuters also arrive in London every day to work, and at 9 o’clock in the morning and again at 5 o’clock in the afternoon the London underground (Londoners call it ‘the tube’) is full of people. These are the ‘rush hours’, and they are not good times to travel if you are a visitor! You also notice immediately when you visit London that it is a very multi-cultural city. About half of all Britain’s ethnic minority people live here in the capital. Altogether, the people of London speak over 250 different languages.

London has many different faces. For the people who live in London every day, it is just ‘home’. Londoners often say that the city is like a lot of small villages. The part of London where they live has its own shops, markets, cinemas and restaurants and they usually visit the city centre only to shop for clothes or for a special meal.

For businesspeople, London is a world business centre. The most famous part for business is the ‘City’ (with a capital ‘c’). It is here that you find the Bank of England, the London Stock Exchange (with New York and Tokyo one of the three most important in the world) and the offices of big companies. All of the UK’s media companies are in London, too, including all the national newspapers and the BBC.

For tourists, London is simply one of the most popular cities in the world. Around 13m people visit the city every year to go to its theatres and museums; to take photos of Buckingham Palace, the Houses of Parliament, and Trafalgar Square; to shop in Oxford Street; or just to sit in one of London’s parks. Thirty per cent of London is parks and it is one of the ‘greenest’ cities in Europe. One of London’s newest sights is the London Eye, near the Houses of Parliament next to the River Thames. It opened in 2000, and from the top of the 130 metre-high wheel, you can see all over London. In 2012, London will probably get even more visitors. The Olympic Games will take place in London that year.

London really has something for everyone. Go and visit it one day!
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