[image: image1.png]Klett




X

Navigation
[image: image2.png]Klett




Extra reading texts

1

American high schools
You have probably seen American high schools in movies or TV programmes, so you know that they are a very ‘typical’ part of American life. All young Americans go to high school – or at least start high school; about 5 per cent ‘drop out’ and don’t finish.

Let’s look quickly at the American education system in general. In the USA, education begins at the age of six and lasts for everyone until they are 18. Most children also spend a year in '‘kindergarten’ before school at the age of five. Americans call the 12 years of school from 6–18 ‘grades’. The first school which children go to is elementary school, and is for the first to fifth grades, that is for ages six to 11. Next comes middle school or ‘junior high school’: sixth to eighth grades, ages 12–14. And then, finally, there is high school (sometimes called ‘senior high school’) for the four years of ninth to twelfth grades. A typical high school student is between 15 and 18 years old.

High schools can be different in different parts of America because all the states in the USA have their own laws about education. But here is a fairly typical day. It begins early at 7.30. Students arrive on foot or by one of the famous ‘school buses’ and for the first 15 minutes from 7.30–7.45 they go to their ‘homeroom’ – the classroom where they meet their ‘homeroom teacher’. She or he talks to them about general things, or problems, and makes announcements. The first lesson of the day begins at 7.45. Lessons normally last 45 minutes, with five minutes between each lesson. Students have around an hour for lunch at midday and most eat at school. The last lesson of the day finishes at 2.30.

The last classroom lesson finishes at 2.30, but for most students this is not the end of the school day. Activities, and in particular sports activities, are an extremely important part of high school life. Football (American football, that is) is probably the most important activity of all. High school teams play in their own leagues and hundreds of students from the school come to the matches and watch their teams enthusiastically. There are always ‘cheerleaders’ with the teams, groups of girls who dance and march.

Americans always remember the years which they spend at their high school. For many, they are the best years of their life.
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